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1 the fl. D, and dying for all men... 
2 Concerning the Nature and State of Chrift, of the 

2 wan, FS. of the Saints partaking of the Divine 
We. 

3. Concerning the ReſurreTion from the dead. 
Concerning that Licht in the Conſciences of people, 
ich 1be Preachers of the Light within-appeal 10, a 
tbe ſab jeck of their Ea borations Ly-which men are cons 
Seried-and e ified. | 

3 Concerming. Ordinances. . | 
5 Concerning Suaking and Trembliug. | 
7- Concerning the ſuffici. ney ofthe Light, and the Au. 
' moimtirg within, 10 reach all that do believe. 
8 : Cameerning, meeting; together, audi filent waiting 
an tte Lara, mith ſomewhat about: Back jtiders, andthe 
9 e N55 ; 
10 Camermine d flroying the Whore, diſcovering ſe- 
enk ff ung, Ce. 
II. Ceretreisg the Word of Gad, and the Feripturet, 
an tbe Word andthe Writings truly Ar 15 
A eee = Infallible Teacher, and that it is 
the Spirit f God that. gave forth The Scripiures, aud. aot 
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The \Bpiltl to the Reader. 


Fs 4 much ar it hath ease the God Truth aud Rigbte- 


ouſneſs, mt 44% 15 to 4 appear in theſe laſt 2 in wh 
bearts of according to his prowiſes 
4. Ta e would erält Lak Mou 45 * 

the top = ſelsanesind and his Hbufe Sos dbe er 
and his Kingdome ſhquſd be heh u 3 oy in the Hearts 
of che Children of men; ad be Þ NA to d well in men, 
and to walk in them, and write 50 L if their Hearts, | and 85 
bis Spirit within tbem, aud they ſhould be bis People, aud be would 
be their God, and be abbne would be their Teacher aud 1 „ 
and bie Dey-ſter ſhould ariſe in thrir Hearts, end the Lig] 7 bus, 
Glorious Goſpel ſhould ſhine intheir Conſciences. x 

e things bath the Lord pro w—_ and be is a 


in theje our dayes iu aud emongft 77 0 ate 


— = 7 _— opened the 2 
ee, an is riſen out 
y . Lig ur the e . Gad 


away, and 
bee bit Fal "aud ity hath 
bt of 1 99 | 
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intheir Hearts; andt 
2 bir Hab itution 2 55 
filmg” abundntly this Da y 1 
beard, and ws bee taſted of th 
1, And the eſe things. we Cannot. but fea 
concerning the. lento all the the world th 
of - that b exventy v 7 7 be [ 2 
chrogh fais ch ee rec 
that 2 ey arbor reprobates, for a all 
8 5 it Jr written in yh SRI k * Tat 
ut nit though the Lord ha 
an nb 2 them = ern e we 1 
thet'adverſar th: Devil ond Satan, ve g ceaſe ts mike oppoſi 
o againſt this good ws 1 ba wg 7 it were poſſi>le to 2 
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; The Epiſile co the Reader. | 

and flop the purpoſe of the Almighty in bis proceedings of ftlfilling .. 
his premiſes unto bis people; and it is not unknown through theſe 
parts of the world, how many and divers nds vf oppoſitions tbe 
D-:il hath made through his Children againſt the VVork of God; 
What weful Perſecution of theſe late years hath been brought forth 
pon the Ianccent people in whom the 1 ord is fulfill-ag bis Promiſes? 
What cruelty exerCiſed } What reproaches and ſlanders uttered? Aud 
what obſtr: dions and oppoſitions hath been mage: of theſe late iyeaxs 
againſt au Innocent people, tis. bard io be expreſt_z -every City und 

own and Country muſt beay_witneſs of that.cruel Prrfocetion and 
hard dealing that bath been exerciſed upoꝝ the Innocent peaple, and 
for no other, end, hut far Truth, and i e fake, and from. 
#0 other cauſe, but from the enmity of 1 4 of Wzckedneſſe in the . 
ungodiy world, for the end to eppꝰſe and ſtop the work of the Led, 
wer ey things are ſo,..God, and Angels, and Saints, do bear. 
wi | 7. ü © e \ , 

3 great. againſt the work of tbe 
y. 


a, 


vic 
Progees 
's againſt the Way . 

Work, of the. Lora; an 


27 
amongit wb 


N 3 * JL, 


The Epiſtle to th Render 
Bok and reed ſume part ef it over, aus did. filly obſerve the curren 
of a marred ſame te in it, aud hz drift and iutent of the. Spirit 
of the Aluber, and » my Meditations pon the ſame I found bis 
work compoſed. and mide vp of ſuch ind of in gredien :s as theſe fol- 
lowing, e in ene e 
Fit, Ighorance. Sccondly, Malice. Thirdly, Lyes and 
Slenders. Fourtbly, Contradiions.. Aud fftbly, Down- 
right oppolit ion to the Trutb. . 1 

I ſay, a certain compoſition I found in bis Book made up of all 
theſe mixtures, which-be bad publiſhed tothe world, 

1 Ris Ignorance was apparent to me, in ojmuch as be bad in 
ſome things miſtaken, and placed ſuch and ſuch things upon Account 
againſt us ignorantly, and then ſeemed to confute them, and give bis 
22 agdinft.. us thereupon, and this meerly upon miſtake 
through Ignigrance,faſly ſuppoſing we held ſuch a thing, which indeed 
we beld not, and ſo flying aut againſt ut in Fudgment upon bis ig- 
norance and miſtakes. © | 

2 His Malice was apparent, in aſmuchas be had ſlandered us, 
endbelied us witbout good Ground and Cauſe at all, baving per- 
verted our words and meaning in many things, and placed things 
againſt us, deeply charging of. us. wit bout any ſound Reaſon at all 
rendred by bim, but meerly ( as to me doth. par) upon. his own 
malice and batred, purpoſely to render us odious tothe WWarld and to 
onr enemies, which muſt.ueeds be aut of malice and emnity, and not 


out of love and Gentleneſs to inform us better, and convert us if wee 
bad been 275 Bra I found bim to be ſo 2 from tbat Spirit of loue 
and good will towards us, that be bath taken every occaſiom be could, 


and alſo made occaſions jalſly, to traduce us and to reproach us in the 
fight of our Enemies, as it were on purpoſe to enrage the Spirit of the- 
mg? world to deſivoy us. 

3 Hislyes and ſlauders were apparent in ſuch an abundam 
manner throughout his Book, that every page almoſt bad ſome con- 
tained, even as great reproaches and accuſations as well could be, as- 
if we were Hereticks, deniers of Chriſt, having familiar Spirits, 
Muc bes and what not; Such kind of lyes and ſlanders as theſe I 
fownd.a very great number in bis Book it is true, Ib not account 
ed them in particu ar, but made « gu ſſe at the whole ſum, which I 
ſppoſe may be above 270 of Lyer, Slanders, Callimenies, falſere- 
e * 

e m | 4 His 
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Thb Sl s the) Aa. 
His Cantraditti das wwe op ent bunt big boo 3 
ole ſeniatimes ſ. cody end fo, 838 £37 5h 
contrary; ſometimos mas one occaſion, ntl ſome tim I accu 
fing us f 4 coutr this bis contradictions were made ma. 
tes in our An wer is at large diſcovered ,ex tbe A a 


5 His FILA oſicion tothe Truth Wax a B 
* as D be hath oppoſed the very af tat yrs 
Gaſpel, as particularly the L ight of Cbriſt which 2 ma in the 
World is _— 3 and + conrefnins: ueking and 
Trembling, and concerning tbe andinting and the ſufficiency of its 
Teaching, and concerning deftro ing the Whore, the Word of Gad 
and Scriptures; all thi things cum multis aliis, 8c, be bath 
oppeſed and geinſayed direaly or indirect; ani thas as it made 

in this following Anſwer, bis whole work is compounded of. 
ſuch wixtures and ingredionts as aforeſaid, as every impartial man 


may judge. 

Wet gu wy further Confideditions of bis Book, I found be bat 
ſubtilly aden 424 current of bis matter ſo as it might be taken notice 
of to be an eminent Mork, as be tbergbt, and yet not ſo to be 427 
notice of, at if be bad directed it imimedietly in oppoſition to us c 
Quakers Leo: vom; ot that name once mentioned in all bis Book, 
= and yet im — be 9 : bY — * bis ee 1 

overed to by #2 ainft us, y that wor n ornful rebearſed 
To the Preachers of and to the I. LE 4 00 Ml men, 125 
And by dioers other things I foal that int 
tint us wt alſo — 5 2 Book. well de 77750 2 2 5 
us, thut be malicibdus intent tberkof ex whe e diverzeg,, 
— Confideretions' preſente# themſelves i 4 
firſt looking into his work, as 1. The — * of the . 
its bringing forth and pub cat vn to the rd, (tb 1) is this.. 
& time ond ix ſeaſon ſon for ug an them tofall i into ontention one ith 
anther, and 1750 un, 275 ef t5 diſcourage aud diſ-. 
heartex each other iu 'the fight 2557 ory who ſtauds 
ready themfelves e 15 ry md bei means ſeeks occaſions. | 
— 2 Line us both, eee le, who doth th account. 
Jo tw perrił ir greateſt 4 eee „ and are. 1. * 
35 an wo; 
s with bert t 1 the £7 
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eee other 5 in the wa Truth htcan | 
225 ta 2 75 been belp 2 auc Rees ts —.— end. : 75 
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in #75, eſpecially i in t * wherain we d ar ee, ug $6 c =. 
mon open prop baneneſſe, and idolatry, and perſecuthi hich a. 
bounds at this day in + world, that yy might heve been a v. 2 
one to another as Brethren i in Truth, ſeeing. wo are both 
People at: this day, aud accounted Brethren by our En . — — 
then & cauſe of 1 aud ud 4 an greater tnibylation: one' to 
another, as this, ſame J. d endeayoured in bit Ba to be the 
occaſion of ; this. and 2 like was my.conſderg ions, npou-whiah L 
corluded the unſeaſenableneſſe of. the tima of Publacation oh bis Boks, 
and the folly and weakneſſe t irs, e 44.11 

2. I tonfidered the errour aud igna ange of „ reſted of 
the ſuljeũ of | bir neptter pas, bim and ” &: which is: 
this,..againſt and in appolicion to the Light within many 
times rebtas ſed oppoſitely and ſcornfully to the Pceachers of aud 
to the, Hght within jalh men, waking this the ſubj wotter of 
bis oppefition, © it 1 eſs . herefie! that cen be, that: 
any ſhould preach up. metbin, and this I {ney bad: ſet 
52% ta oppo: e. e t K 45 mam; aud this'T J ſaumd to be the- 
principal Subj a of bu? eatiſe, becauſe of which I 'configered- the- 
great tn ignorance of this an that wor Id appear pon ſuch a jubyet 
in. 25 great oppoſition. e be nas no one T Tb bo mere Full 
and clear ibrougbout rhe ecripturet, then this. Dedrine of 
the Light Akin b.th in the ld T-1tament and thenew ; v firſt” 
of all, Deut. 30. 11, 1.4. tere Hoſes the ſervant of G qid 
preach te a Iiraei un venerw/, bob gd bad, the word that 
Was nigh « chem in their beartigerd er x bar reſ them ty tear thac 
word a0 0s within, them, uud fo dot, 4d ibi, mard w in 
eve ry one oi t. mt which Moſes tad. Exhort them ty Nr it anti} 
obe, it an thus i i's wanifeſt-that Moſes 1 us; aEreacoer of ihe wrd 
of Gid, and +4, 1. bt withm nen. Again 


ee at] 


dwelleth in us, and his love is perfeftedin us ad: 


a 


n Twi eee 
auſe of Iſreel, Iwill put my Law in their inward partes 
and write it in their heart [nd vey hl Luer Me enz 
the Lord.) from tho leaſt of them to the greateſt, und they 
ſhail need no more, every man to teach his NeigRbour, but 
the Law in their inward paris, and his Spirit within them 
ſhould teach them; Aud thus it is plain, the Prophet Jeremiah 
was ſent with a Meſſage of God, to Preach the Promiſe. to wit) 
the Spirit of God put in tbe inward parte, und his Law written in 
their Hearts; and thus was be a Preacher of the Light and Law 
of God within-men ; And David ſaid, Thy Law is within my 
Heart, Pſal. 49. Again Luke 17 20, 21. When they asked 
Feſws Chriſt concerning the Kingdom of Heaven, be ſaid, The 
Kingdomg of Heaven is within you; end in divers other places 
his Parrables ſignified, That the loaſt Groat was within, and 
chat the-Pearl-was' within, and that the Seed of the King- 
dom of God was ſown in their Hearts, Mat. 13. 19. and 
Rom. 10. 18. By all which aud many other places it is an evident. 
truth, that Jeſus Chriſt aud the Apojtle Paul were Preachers of 
the Kingdom of Heaven within men, and of the Seed of the Kings 
dom which was ſown in their Hearts, #hd of thi Wort of od 
within in the Heart; and ſo it maybe ſaid, Chiiſt was a-Preach= 
er of Light within, for be told them of bis Word abiding within 
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them, John 5.38. and they had not the love of Godin them, 
42. verſ. Fobn 14. 20. And Chriſt faid,' I am in my Father, 


and you in me, aud I in you, and if my words abide in yu, 
ye ſhall ask what ye will; and thas # is is clear as the Sun t 
won day, "that Chrift was « Preacher of the Spirit, and of the Light, 
andof the Word, and of the love of God within men, 
ein, the Apoſtles ory the ſame, 1 Cor. 13. Chap. and 
the fifth, Jeſus Chriſt is in you ſaith ihe Apoſtle except you 
be reprobates, and Phil, 2; 13. It is God that works in you, 


ſaid the: Apoſtle, and Col. 3. 16. Let the word of Chri 


dwell in you, and 1 Fobn 2. 14. And the Word of God a- 


. bideth in you, and verſe'24. Let that abide in you which 


you Have heard from the beginning, and Epheſians 3. 20. c- 
cor ding to the power 3 m 0, and 2 Tim. 1, 14. 
The Holy Ghoſt which dwells in us, and i Fobn 4. i 2. God 
us tbrongb- 

Js ont 
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many more 25 
his Apoſtles pr 71 | 
but i ee 1 F Os 9 
Light hath Thihed in ür hearts to —— the 2 ofthe 
Knowledge of the Glory of God ; 41d thus it is clearly proved 
out of the Scrijtures' age 179 5 J. w. that the" Propheti Cbriſt and 
the Apoſtles were Preachers of the. Eight- aud Triah and Spirit 
Fithins And 7 Coſillered at large. th ſame ſubjett of bit 
whele diſcourſes it Ape are ſomembat liruuge" td me" ther any 
reaſonable man ſroud draw up ſucb a Sbjct th makg « whole 
Book of oppeſition apain#t it, like as if be bad ever rend Scrip- 
tures, ſeeing be bal thus (tated his matter tntendedly agal uſt us 
called "Quakers, thinking by ſteering ſucb e conrſe' be ſhould” con- 
fute uin * ſome errours , whenas' its fu hin Hf ht be\both 
fleered bis .courfe in direct oppoſition to the Fcripttires and the Truth 
therein contained; and therefore we may conclude of bis ignoraxce 
and errour, 'who hath thus juſtified the Truth. of our Principles aud 
D. trines while be hath thought to oppoſe Arr. hrt ae 
errours, and ſo overibrows. himſelf I 

3, I conſidered concerning retlirning an Arſwet 10 bis Biok, and 
I found it meet that it ſhould be 3 for the end 10 clear the 
way ef Truth from Es falſe and foul 4 271 1 my ere, 
up by whole groves in Bis Book, an lui ot Fo 
vant bimſelf in 11 fy"; as 1 EX e ern * 
nor to detect bi >d, thou ugh T was nit buffy in feln 
bourd upon bim, 5 that er 4 ers reaſons. Firſt; Ay — 
occaſiius were then very many and weighty, and that of far grea- 
ter moment to. be proſecuted then to lexve them for arſmering- of 
him. 2. Becauſe T ſaw no great vzcatfion. of prefent batt to Fall up- 
on bim hd to detect bis niworthy wort, for as th hej own par- 
ticular I could bave let bit Book babe paſſed wit bunt an Au- 
ſwer, and all bis Lyes, and Calumnies, and Falſhoos paſſed withe- 
out burt to our particulars, * mt are ſatisfird i in the Truth of our 
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— Sy, pod 255 , 
aved its ſaid by . mare wholg . Or more in eee 
forth; the ſaid leak, whereby. it is: proved 4 Monjler., and being 
. 5 brought Forth ita nm — aud effes nat the end propounded by 
| | ite Autdwarel oy reaſons at my Le ans 0p parnumtyT have 
| oe dear friend of mine white Twas ab- 
jor hence in the- — * the. Lord: elſewhrrey begu the work for 

aud. hath anſneered.s parti it, .and.it is pabliſhed. mith us other 

or intent But — — the Zruth end to ret rove falſheod, 
—— cpa auy 4s $0. ſinſarm them. 1a a diflinguiſi- 
ment between Truth and Errour, to Meru the difference berween 
maso d the. at pp ps Fr ih be edifcd in the. Truth bereby, 1 
Hue mi end and and. 255 {t ail work; ( through the Spi. 
„ God.) am cen ion in the beart of eur adverſaries, aud 


. Weight Hall ge \he. bach done, am repent, my end 
255 Sins . 
z wy ; | 's 9 An 
N. EW. oy 2 n 1 . contra- 


5 Reeder to the grace of 
, 13 that. thereby be may 
| TE aud that ho may. jaſtly 
cripture 1900 z tbe difterence 

„ Truth, and Tale, of the _ 
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the Truth. tophem and others who es. 


2 
ple concerning it or the Light of it 
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| 1 R 1 k NDS, 5 : 
Ist a ſad thing is ir, that you that profeſs the 

Name of Chrift and to be his Flock, ſhould be ſo 

unwiſe, and ſhew your ſel ves ſo indiſereet and ir- 


: tional, as to 1 r ſuch a ſpirit of bitterneſſe 
f none ecially i y of Tryal both of you and 


as are S towards God in what 
he * made known (though in Judgement differing from 

you) as here that ſpirit of enmity and malice is plainly diſ- 
Wees in what hath proceeded from it in this Book, cal- 


Ted, eke ue the Sox} Me, -—Subloribed-by on 
Foſeph Wright, who it appears, is accounted no mean man 


amongft you, for he accounts himſelf ſo nearly related to 


you, whom he calls 7he beloved Flock of Chrift, (whoare the 
People called Anzbaptifts which he . that he ſaich, he 
hatk been — by many 2 zh unworthy ) 
for a defence of that Truth of the Golpe Bert you profeſs ; 
but if you were in the Truth of the Goſpel, you would not 
have appointed ſuch a Reviler and Info ent man for a de- 
fence of it, nor of you in it, as this FT 
diſcovered he is, as is clearly manifeftjn/h 
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gainſt (he:'tendingzhe 18 


who owni and: walk in the :Light of Chriſt. in be I 
which Light hehath alſe ſo great)y maniſted his enm 
i he couſd not tontain his Malice, nor theſe many, | 
pane and black ievilinge in his Book, which | 
produced from the Spirit of Antichriſt and Blaſphemy in 
im; and though he hath appeared in his Pride, Preſump- 
tion, aud bonſting Spirit, and: as one appointed by you for 
an eminent defender of your way, as if he were ſome won- 
derful Champion and greet Warriour , J* by the Light 
which he hath reproached is he diſcovered, and his weak- 
neſs and folly made manifeſt, and-he ſeen to be as fęeble a 
Warriour and Ohild of Babylas as ever formed a Weapon, 4 
or lifted up a hand ( fo publickly as he hath done) 5 
the Iſraet of God; and ¶ yu were in Gods fear and true 
humility, and well conſidered your own ſtate, and the ſtate 
of ſuch as are reviled by this your Defender, you would not 
' own nor ſuffer ſuch. Babyloniſi Bratts, and dirty 7 ſtuff 
to proceed from amongſt you, as chis ſaid Book of F. rights, 
confidering theſe ching... Atte: 
Firſt, Theſe are Suffering times, which both you and we 
are in, end how eſpeeially we are lyable to ſuffer for our 
Conſeienees, in our obeying that Teſtimony eommitted. to 
ns, not onely hy mensa ceproaches, but alſd by Ads of cru- 
elty and Petſetution inflicted upon, us ,-becanſe we cannot 
deny the Lotd in what we are perſwaded he requires of us. 
2 Such Nevilings 8c Reproaches as 7. Viigbt hath ſpread, 
forth agaidftius in che ſight of our Perſecutots, tend rather 
toadd af lon us and to ſtir up our Perſecutors in cru- 
dey againſt us then otherwiſe; Seeing that he hath fo much 
actufed and reviled us under the names of workers Victd. 
neſs, forerunners ef the man of Sin, Lyars, Blaſphemers, Delud- 
ers, 'with many more reviling.names, which falſly and un- 
juſtiy he hath-caſt upon us, chiefly, for Preaching, up. the 
Law Lightwithin en hich is be Light of Chrjitand 1h, i 
his mater there ia mo juke v uszwheremy he hath 
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madiifeſtsd himſelf as a er with the perſecutingGene- 
ein kus wixh the Sil of wickedric 
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the ſuoot᷑ their Arrows 

ad oefting-our; and. | 
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e Kingdom of Heaven in 755 Saints 3 foc they thag are 
co to Chriſt, and to know him in thew, they are come 10 
the Fathers right hand, «pg being Chrilts thy none (hall | - 
Pluck them out of his Fathers 1 3. Alſo about ths/ 
thing hath F. F. confuted himſelf, for he 1 — 3 acknom 
| ledged that bleſſings, ply, and praiſes, are 10 he aſoribed nnto the. 
cnely wife God.rbrou all. ages in the Churches, Ly his aueiy Sou 
7 Chrijt, hich p 20 Tmpliex chat chen Jeſus Ghrift 
be im the Church md 8 be given by 
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vrhich he hath chiefly written againſt, is Preaching the Law 8c 
Light within, and alſo accounts it 4 ſad Principle ef the Spirit 
f- Antichriſt, , which nop (be Fenn) runus about preachiag up the 
'w of Light within ;/ as alſo he acconnes this \DoEritte,” Groſs, | 
Datkveſs, and fo warns: you againſt it: As alſo he fairh, There 
hath Yiſen up a moſt pernitious firatagem of Satan, whereby to de- 
lude the Children of God and men, it is a Teaching np the. Light 
Fithin all men, and he calls them that are in unity with thay | 
- Prineiple, the Meſſengers of Antichriſt, and that 4 Doitrine of 
Antichriſt; and a device of Satan, and chargeth us with deteſta- 
. biyblaſphemies about it, 8c. 
So that chis Joſeph PV right, hath not onely ſhewed him - 
ſelf againft Chriſts being in his People, bur alſo he hath 
ſoughit to keep men from his Light in tbem, as one that would 
hut up the Kingdom of God againſt men, that they*migtic 
not enter intò it; and ſo he hath uttered forth his Rage 
and Blaſphemy againſt the Light of Chriſt, and his Lew in 
men, who is come « Light into the world, that whoſoever believeth 
in bim, may not periſh but have eternal life, whoſe Law and Ligbt 
it is that we Preach; · aud Thrift told the Phariſees, That the - 
1 — of God was wilbin tbem, Lulte 17. Though they were 
wicked men, and ſought to ſhuc up the Kingdome of God 
b againſt others, as this 7. Vy. bath done, in his foa ming oat 
his own ſhame, and uttering his rage and folly againſt the 
Ligbt within, ſo that he might is Well have teviled Clirift, 
and ſaid, that he Preached u N and a moſt perni- 


tious ſtratagem of Satan, and a device of Satan, as fo charge 


us for Preaching thoſe things that are agreeable to che 
Doctrine of Chrift ; And yet note that not wit hſtanding all 
this mans raging againft this Doctrine of the light witbim all 
men; and his reviſing it as deluſion, and a molt pernitious 
ſtratagem of Satan, and groſs datkneſſe, he hath in page 

1650 diſtinguiſhed the Light which is in us and all men, _ 
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35 And then he Bic, I 1 * een 
Preachers d e L, 11 ' Goſpel. rs at 
darknefs and Me bn this man is in, w 0 _ ot 
guiſh between the Law of God within and the work of i it, 
counting the Law or light within the work of the Law, like 
he had ſaid, , tha aw of God- within, i is the work 
of efay virhin ige che work of the Law is that which 
is ee by the Law, as alftin&4 from the Law it ſelf, as 
much as a conviction or convincemerie is diffi from that 
which convinceth; and we in owning the Law of God and 
112 work within ; do not deny the Goſpel nor Chriſt as we 
tre accufed, no more then ee Apdfite did, when he went 
not aboirt td make void The Law, bach. eftabliſh i it, as it 
was to be obkyed and fulfifled in the Faith of Chriſt, in 
whoſe hand is the Rightedus Law, that manifeſts fin, and wit- 
neſſeth againſt it, and this wasthe Covenant that God pro- 
miſfed; to vob bis Laws in the mind, andwrite them in the 
hearts, Feb. 8. And faidthe Apoſtle, Rom. 2. 13, 14. For not 
the hearers of rhe Lang ar juſt Before God , but the doers ſpall be 
juftified;; and this he brings as his reaſon. ;* For when th Gen 
tiles which bave not the Law, do by nature the things contained in 
the law, e wot Piet law, are alaw unto themſelves, which 
ſhew the wor itten Is their bearts, c. , Herein he 
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4 Preficd: * 
wich reproaches ( in the Book here, thut betray. 
anſwered) who would be loath co fir God in ot 
be ſotreacherous to God andcheic: © 77 FIT IL | 
own Conſcences,-at.many.in;your; -_ ie N 
way — 3 — —— e1Conſthchee- 
either from you or from the perſe- {wracat l 

cuters in c ſame envious Siri the devel of , wi os 
which is among yauz And yet this Tn in tidy Own conch. 
know, that we had I this ences. © 
aden of Jou, . Ne not erer e on tri 
that great occaſion given us by this piece of wicked, work. 
which Foſepb Wright (your Detender) hath brought ehe 
wherein we who preach che Light of Chriſt within, ace not 
onely {landered and beſpattered with his lyes and calum- 
nies as men, but alſo the Truth of God which we are in and 
ſuffer for, is blaſphemed, belyed, and perverted, even in the 
fight of our enemies; in vindication Fhereof we were ne- 
ceſlitated to give this forth, and to deal (thus plainly with 
your Principles which are publiſhed by your pretended De- 
fender, otherwiſe we could have been filent as from medling 
with you in this kind, for it is no*pleaſure to us to beſtow 
ſo much "—_ upon ſuch-a heap of confuſion and abſur- 
dities as J. VV. his work is, nor to upbraid you with your f 
confution; and weakneſſe in what you profeſſe, eſpecially . 
ſince you are as in a ſuffering ſtate, and like to ſuffer (as 
we are J if you be true to your Principles, and conſcientious 
towards God in what you know or profeſſe; but you may 
ſee the urgent occafiou given againſt us and the Truth, for 
what we do in this thing. And though 1,7). does not name 
the word Quakers by name, yet it is all one as if he had 
done it, whilft he ſo often in general words upbraids ſuch as 
preach tbe Light within; for we called Quabęers are known to 
be the people he all along ſo peeviſhly Imites againſt, ſeein g 
that we are known fo generally to own and preach the 
Light wifhin as the Saints of old did, and in ® [:z2bt of 
Chriſt in us we ſee Light, and therein are as à City ſer up- 
on a Hill which cannot be hid and are in that Truth and 
Life which will out-live our oppoſers and perſecuters, and 
do know that power manifeſt in us which ouc-ſhines all che 
| dead 
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tuled, The Voice of. Wiſdom, 


| Concerning the Light within, and Chrifts. | 
never mentioning Chrifts taſting death for every man, either 
in our Preaching or writings ; in this he hath notoriouſly 
belyed us, as thouſands may witneſsagainſt him, who have 


heard us both Preach up and conterid for the free Grace of 


God to all men, and thereby that Chriſt taſted death for every , 
man, and dyed for all meh, ind geve him ſelf a ranſom for all 
to be teſtified of in due time, Heb, 2. 9. 1 Tim. 2. 6. 2 Cor. 5. 


14. I John 2. 2. Which alſo as a teſtimony againſt 7. V. in 


many of our Books, vindicate. the free Grace of God in 
Chriſt to all men, and his dying for all, as in 4 Book Inti- 
by G. V. page 12. and at large 
in a Book. Intituled, Ruft:ous ad Accademices, by S. F. in 
both which Prieſt Danſos is anſwered, and his pleading a- 
gainſt Chriſts death for all men, and his free Grace to all 
conſuted; as alſo in a Book called, 4 brief Diſcovery, by G. M. 
as in many more Boos of ours, the fret Grace of God to all, 
and Chriſts dy ing for all men is declared. Wo 
: Alſo 7. V. his ehird Proof for his ſaid charge againſt-all 
that- Preach the light within, is as falſe as his fornier, where | 
he laies down theſe words (to wit) Tbam doſt not gather men 
and wonen into Communion with Cbriſt by Faith, teaching them to 
believe-in 7 w Chriſt, cc. Bes 7 0] I'S b : RE 
Which thing he himſelf, who hath openly oppoſed the 
light of Chriſt inall (and counted the Doctrine of it a ſtrata- 
gem of Satan) is guilty of, and not we that own-che'/izht; \ 
for it js the ligiii chat brings into communion with God and 
his Son Jelus Chriſt, fbr they that ſay they have fellowſhip 
with him, and walk in Darkneſs, they lye and: do not the 
truth, but they chat walk in the Light, are in the true fel- 
low{hip and faith, and know the Blood of Chriſto cleanſe 


them from all fin: - Alſo J. JV. his charging us with gather- 


ing by works end not by Faith, in verry ba > to to 
look to che /ight witbiu, and ſuch as receive this Doctrine, 
with bei ignorant as heathens and abſolute infidels ; in 
34. tk he! — r . = Infi- 

. whoi\ſces not the ligt withivz nor owns it, for the Inſi- 
delt were ſuch as in ham the God of the World did blind 
their minds from ſeeing the ligbt of the Glorious Goſpel; 
which ſhinech in the heart, and giveth the knowledge > 
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the Glory of God to them that believe in it, and ſo works 
without Faith we deny, but the works that are wroughrtin the 
Faith and in the Iizb: we own; and though J. V. hath ſo 
wuch warned people from looking to the gb within, as that 
which muſt bring them to reconciliation. and juſtification, 


yet in pages 4. and 125. he hach contradicted his matter 


againſt the Ji bt'xitbir, for there he ſpeaks of being ſet free 
aud juſtified by performing the condition of the ſecond Covenant, as 
Re pentancł, Faith, and Goſpel Obedience which thoſe that bave ſine 
ed. may perform thr:ugh the aſſittance of Gods. Spirit, c as alſo 
he ſaith, ſo far forth as Perſons come to be in Couenant with Cbriſt, 
and are enable by bim to walk according to his direction, ſo far 
are theſe ſaid to have Cbriſt formed in them, that is, to be brought 
into a bleſſ d ent ate of freedom from the guilt of fin, of freedom from 
thepower und dominion of fin, of aſſurance of redemption. from the firſt 
deaih , ànd o/ deliverance from the ſecond, and ſo by Chriſt to be 
Intitil:a to Eternal Life, & c. | : 
Now how-ſhould choſe who have finned perform the con- 
dition of the ſecond Covenant, through the aſſiſtance of 


Gods Spirit, or come into the tue faith and Goſpel obe- 


dience, and to 'know Chriſt formed in them, unleſs that 
Gods Spirit or Ligbt be knouyn or owned within; and if 
thoſe that have ſinned, may come to this ſtate of Faith and 
Obedience, and freedom from the guilt and power of ſin 
by the Spirit of God, then a meaſure of this Spirit or ligbt 


is given to all men withont exception, ſeeing that the ſinners 
' themſelves are not exempred from i, according to J. . 


his own words; and thus hath he groſly confaunded him- 
leſf in bis own, while rayling againſt che Preaching up of 
the light within, and another while, confeſſiiig to the Spirit 
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of God or light even in the wicked. 


Ji V. his fourth Charge lis thus (viz) Thou which-Preach- 


eſt that all mon ſpoubd mud the ligbt which is within them, daſt de- 
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ba. chat becauſe he 22227 a sene of Chrit, 
therefors he is par it of wh when as the Devil who 
favours nat thethings of. 00 bak heen made to con elfe 
Ohriſt, and mayy da eonfeſt Ch * war , AS largly a 
J. iu awd yet arc igngrantef him, and of the Power 0 his 
death and Sufferings, as F+ . is whileſt he ſhews him ſelf an 
enemy to the Light of Chriſt which we on; and we do not 
deny either theepming of Ghriftzar his ſuffering in the Zeſh, 
as we are falfly accuſed by dhis reviler 3 Lara do we deny 
o_ recouciling:of the warld, nov teach any thing con- 
tathat of _ $+ 10 ke C. F+ „ hath impli- 
_ - accufed us; fer we koaw and: Pee: 3 reconciliation 
' chrough Chriſta degch,and $alvgtion throv avgh his life, whoſe 
life is che /ight of men, and 11 not any eſtabl of our 
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of God through the redemption} Wat Rn 
God hack fer torch to he 4 on — ap in on 
blood; but how axe any juſtified by ghe Grace gf God, whilſt 
_ deny the ligbt. within A fer in h. the zh; of Chrift with- 
e free giſt of his Grace, which bach appeared coall men, 
and which by — > ach comg upon all men, 
Rem. 5. 18. Fitzs 2. 11. Which, . is received 
here the lige of Chxis within is obgxed, and he thereh 
made knou to be a propitiation n Falch in bis blood: 


: and we who are come. to n ki in che tra: 0 }, ace 
come to ſÞ}-denyal, and xodeny Gleriehtco nels,contra- 


ry to N. M. bis falls accuſations again, ys who Pteach the 


hight within. 
"Who alſo faith in bis.twe 5 B 2 mu be 125 
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il he. hat Lidia denyi ing Ti ee, vou! 4255 
your. duty, on that ſelfrrightemuineis in wens duty, lem as 


his 


eng n ö inf diner amen. 5 | 
his comiendeis of God 3 and thoagh non av im the Servants { „ 
fare may bre and tumble hirifelf 5 yor chat Principle of | / 7 /<£70_ 
Faith doo eyes Rim to do hk dory; is tobe eſbeemed of, | 4 
and as in that he fives, he comes te be reckoned among che 8 
Faithful and pfofitabfeStrvants of Thrift, whb bedome his 
Friends through faithfulneſſe, and Cheiſ ſuid unto ſuch, I 
call you no more Servmms but Friends, and this is further then 
the unprofitable Servants ſtuteG. | | 
Arid whitreas J. V ollargech fuch as ftrangers ia fuſtifleation 


Ly Faith in the Blood of Cbriſt, who ſay, That fo fer ar thecreature 
if 3 the filth d' this world, and to leave ſin , fo far onely 
is he juſtifled before God, & c. AS #lfo he tells of a poor ſibmer 
Standing juſtified before Gods avid of God jJuftifyhig the creature, 
ile it is in its fins, in its blood, page 14 a 
Anſwer,” Here hath F: V. ſhewed himſelf ignorant of 
juftificarion before God by Faith, and ofthe ſlate of juſti- 

_ fication, for che Creature is nor juſtified as a ſinner, nor in 
that ſtate wherein it is in the fllek of the World, and in its 
blood, but as it is made Jult in Chrift, being juſtiſied from 
ſir ald ungodlineſt, aui af in ſm,and juſi rd from cloſe things 
from which it coutd nox be juſtified by ehe Law of Mann it 
is not the Beayers of the la hat ars jnſt before Godybut the doers that 

ſhall be juſtified ; So tłris juſtifiention is not without ſanctifica- 
on, as deceivers do imapginea juſliſicat ion of men, hen 
they are in the filth of the world, contrary to che A J 
Do&rine, vho ſaid to the Corentbiuins,: Bit yo arertifdſhect, but 
ye are ſanGified, but yeare juſtiſted iutbe Name of the Lord Feſu, 
and by the Spirit of our God, I Cor. 6.11. So that he did not 
deny following the 3gbt or Spirit of God within, 48 in re- 
ferenee to mutis juſtification, nor Pyeuch aa juſtient iomof 
men wheri they are ehe A O5 the world, ent) in tlteir 
Blood as J. N. fach dene, ' who nvewighfandiag,: hach ir 
page 124. oed « juſtification by pefforming the condition 
of the ſecond Coreniant, through the aſſiſtanee of Gods Spi- 
rit, and tharſo. far fort A pu are in Covenant wich 
Chriſt, and arx enable to walt actording to his direction / 
ſo fat ar the im bl mn 2 im page che 125. arid! is 
not that blefſth eſtate and freudom . fram the guilt, power 
and domiinion of tm, and aſſurance of eternal Life and a 
8 ; D 2 juſtified 


6 © Conceriiingthe Light within,. and Ghrifts. 
Juſtified eftate(ſuppoſeth. 7. )How hath he confoundedhim. 
ſelf in thefe things who Cath allo granted that they that be- 
lieve are tauglu to be holy, as he which hath called them is 
holy, and 10 be koly in all. manner of -conve: ſation, becauſe it js 
written, be qe boly, for I the Lord ycur God am holy, 1 Pet. 1 1.4, 
15. Lev. 19. 2. How then are any juftified while they are 
in the filth of the world in tbeir fins and in their blood ? 
Thus all may ſee what groſs abſurdity, confuſion and igno- 
rance this 7. V. is in Who alſo ſaith, The humble do ſer them- 
ſetoes in & loft and undone eſtate by reaſon of ſin, which they an all 
the world are guilty of finding themſelves under the curſe ej the law, 
8&c. What falſhood and confuſion is this, when as chole that 
are truly humble are taught of the Lord, and freed from the 
guilt of fin, according to this mans own confeſſion, and the 
humble and contre heart is a Sacrifice to God, and not to 
be teckoned: under the guilt cf the worlds ſin, nor under 
the curſe of the Law, as chis 7. V . hath: falſely accuſed. 
the humble, who are of contrite Spirits whom God re- 
ards. | 5 5 
; Alſo 7. V. hath accuſed ſuch at falowers of the Rem ſn Syva-- 
gogue;" end as being Mieſſengers of Sutan, who Preach vp th ligbt 
within, ſayung; thettheylepd all ſuch as follum tbeni from Chriſt. 
to themſelves, ſetting up themſelves, &c, As alfo be laithy They 
ſet up that which is indeed th dar ueſs of this worid, the traditions 
ef men; the Doftrinesof tbe Romi Harlot, page 21 
HAnſw. Mhatan aHurdand fooliſh ſlanderer is this man 
who diſtinguiſhet hent between: che Light within nien, and 
the men themteſ vet, when as they who truly preach che Eight 
of Chriſt um do not lead them from Chriſt ro themſel ves, 
but to that — themſelves, chat they may come 
to ttny them{elvesy as! tit>hach „Ind this we own,. 
which noftamg up of Artes, nor Ri datkneſfe of this 
world, neithebis ĩt any Traduion;of-men,or Doctrine of he 
Romiſh Haurlot, as nvpuadentlyrend I/ F. V. hach charged 
againſt Tuch'-as)preach the':{,ight, within, and fo hach mani- 
feſtuubimlebfüo be one f- cheamptho pur Light for darknels,.. 
atidi durkaeſſe for in unt ors bel * Wes: 4200 
andthe more:heiftnveriagaintt-rhe, Licht he whit # 2 
founds and ſplits himſelfaganifi che Rock, vho vide, 705 a 
FN = feed 
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hearts, Rom. 2. 15. and as much as that there is a /ight in us 
and all men, contrary to the ſpirit of darkneſſe, and now 
ehargeth us with ſetting up the darknefle of this world, and 
the Doctrines of the Romiſh Harlot; what groſſe darkneſſe, 
confuſion and blaſphemies hath he here uttered forth; if 
J. V. his heart were not filled with envy and malice, he 
would not ſhew himſelf thus impudent in his folly and con- 
fuſion. FEE TR 8 


— — 


CH Ap. II. 


Concerning the nature and ſtate of Chriſt, and the ſoul of man, 
and the Saints partaking of the divine nature; and how. J. W. 
hath confounded bimſelj, and ſhewed bis blindutſſe about theſe 
things. - pg 


Oſeph Wright's words, viz. Thou art a Deceiver, for thou ſayeſt 
not tönt the fleſh and bones, humane ſoul and ſpirit of that man 
which was born of Mary the Virgin,is the Cbriſt; but thou makin 
no mention of the humans nature, that which thou calleſt the Chriſt 
# the ſeed, ſpirit, cr light in that man that was born of Mary, p. 
23; 24. &c. 12 24% - 

Anſwer, That which we own to be the Chriſt is the ſame 
that the Apoſtles and true Believers owned; to wit, That 
" Jeſus Chriſt our Lord was made of the ſeed of Alrabam and 
Dat id according to thefleſh, and declared to be the Son of 
God with Power, according to the ſpirit of holineſſe by the 
' Reſurre&ion from the dead, and the ſeed which the pro- 
miſe is to is Chrift, and the laſt Adam was made a quickning 
Spirit, end the Lord is tba Spirit, ſee Rom. 1. 3, 4. 1 Cor. 15. 35. 
Gal. 3. 16. 2 Cor. 3. 17. Was the Apoſtle Paul a deceiver for 
ſpeaking theſe things (ſuppoſeth 7. V) which are the fame 
things we ſpeak, though he count us Deceivers, and is not 
this ſeed or. ſpirit Which is Chriſt, in them that believe d 

Vet 7. V. hatch corifefſed Fhat it ought not to be denyet, that 


® coming in the fleſh and dying for alt m m. 7 
feſſed that what we preach is the work of the Law in the 


Spirit of Holineſſe in tbat perſon whic b . hurn of the Virgen - 
151 N 1 he Mary. 


a 
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"1 - . Of Cvift and bu-Divine Nate, 2& 
Mary is the Som of God by eternal Generation, &e. Why the 
hath he judged any to be deceivers for eonſe ſſing that ſpi- 
rit (or ſeed) tobe Chriſt; and we confeſſe Jeſus Chriſt co 
be come in the fleſh, is ic then improper tolay the ſeed which 
is Chriſt came in che fleſh, and was in that perſon that was 
born of the Virgin Mary, ſeeing that as he was fo manifeſt, 
in the fleſh he was the true Chriſt, without any of 7. V. 
his blind diſtin tions, who after he hath granted that che 
ſpiric of holineſſe in that perſon is the Son of God by eter- 
nal Generation, he ſaith, that the bu nane nature alſo of ibat 

perſon is the Son of God by temporal Generation, and yet there are 
not two Chriſts but one, &c. Did you ever hear ſuch- Doctrines 
as theſe, which are all one as if he had ſaid that the Spirit 
of Holineſſe and humane nature are both one, or that Di- 
vine and humane are both one, whenas they are two diſtin& 
things, chat which is humane is of che earth, 2s che firſt 
mam was, as Humame is of Homo, which comes of Humm the 
ground, of which man was made, (as , i. e. Humans, 
246, 55, Terra, aut Humm, ) but that which is Divine is from 
above, as Chriſt is, whots. Lord from Heaven; Nom though 
- this Chrift in time took part; of that which the Children 
had, viz. fleſhand bloud, Heb. 2. 14 yet we never read chat 
Humane nature is Chriſt, nor chat che flelk and bloud is 
Chriſ dy temporal generation; for to aſſert that is all one 
as to ſay that Chriſt (who is Lord from Heaven) took upon 
bim Chriſt in time, ( bue Chriſt in the fleſh we read of and 
owni) neither do we read in the Scripture. that the ſoul of 
Chriſt is a humane ſoul, for is not his Saul divine and im- 
mortal? What, is humane and immortal both one? Or 
hath he two Souls ia one body or perſcn of fach differ- 
ing kinds? And if the humane nature be Ghriſt, and all 
mankind be of the ſameiſubſtanee ich Chrith Seen to 
that usture, a8 J. N. ſuith, page lowes that; 


16. hen it rol tod 5 
the humane or nature of alhmankind is Chriſt, and 
then they that would know Chriſt and be ſaved by him, 
they” mult own their earthly (or hümne) naturt to be, 
Chriſt of che Son of God anblook: to: be. favad. by it; did 
ever che - pregch ſuch-# brit as'chis ?;chey that 
cannot ſee J. . he ignorance of Chritf his nature, ſoul 


and 


_. the Satnts pertoking thereofe, 9” 
and ſpirit, they are in groſſe darknefle. Now though we 
deny J. V. his unſcriprure-like (and blind) diftin&ion, 
from which ir follows that either there muſt be two Qhriſts 
in one perſon, or elſe that humane and divine are both one, 
which no ingenuous perſon will own; and though we deny 
his vainly imagining a humane or carnsIChriſſ like himſelf, 
yet ſtil] we own the true Chriſt according to the Scriptures, 

who according to the flelh was of the ſeed of Abrabam and 
David, and according to the Spirit is declared to be the Son 
of Gcd with power by the Reſurre&ion, and that he was 
be word which was made fliſh and dwelt in the Diſciples, 
Jobn . 14. & % and his death as concerning the flelt, and 
his Reſurrection and a ther cee the Scriptures 


of Truth we own, and that he is Glorified with the Father 
in the ſame glory which he had with the Father before the 
world began, and as in that ſtate his nature, body, ſoul, and 
fpicit are ſpiritual, divine, and immortal, at the right hand of 
power, for as he bad power to appear in the transfiguration, 
and after his Reſurre&ion to appear in divers forms, and 
amongf the Diſciples: when the doors were ſbut, Jobn 20. ſo 
now he being glorified with che Father in that his erenſeen- 
dent glory, he is in a further ſtate then in the deyes of the 
fleſh, when his body was ſubje& to hunger, cold, or other 
ſufferings upon earthz and he is not to be ſuppoſed te be 
like unto corruptible man, or a Chriſt of the ſame ſybſtanee 
with tinful polluced men, though he be the fame Chriſt ſtill, 
the ſame to 45 yeſterday and for ever, not divided, and is the 
ſame that py e into the lower parts of the earth, who is al- 
cended far atove all Heauent, that. he might fill. all things with / 
bis fulneſſ:, who bath ſaid, thet no man buth: aſcended up to 
Heaven but the Son of man which came down from Heau: u, 1 bie b 
is in Heaven, Jobꝭ 3. 13. Epb. 4. 9, 10. Pal. 69. 18. 

J. VV. ſaith p. 27. whet do they leſſe then ſay I am Chriſt, 
which ſuy I ſpeak, to the Laght in thy Gauſtiouce which. ſpall. ter- 
ally wins me; what mean they by thit-word me, which they 
ſay i eternally to be witneſſed, is there any thing that is eternully 
to be wiſneſſed but the eternal God ond bis Son. Jeſus Chriſt? . 

Anſw, If F W. did not know what we mean, ther is, to 
be eternally witneſſed (us appears he did not) oo. 3 

ou 


15 | Of Ebriſt and his Divine Nature, w N. 
ſhould not have judged us with directing people unto our 
ſelves (or with ſaying we are Chriſt) therein he hath judged 
us falſly, for that which is eternally to be witneſſed is Chriſt 
who ſpeaketh in us, Mat. 10. 20. 2 Cor. 2. 17. & 4, 5. & 13. 3. 
who may ſpeak in his own name, and ſuch as would ſto 
his mouth from ſpeaking where he is manifeſt, are of Anti- 
chriſt. % | 
And alſo 7. V. his accufing us with not confeſſing that 
Teſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, and wich onely ſaying be i, come 
into our fleſh, &c, Theſe are as falſe as the reſt of his ſlanders 
againſt us, and therein hath he contradicted himſelf, for be- 
fore he accuſed us for ſaying that Chriſt is the ſeed, ſpirit, 
or Light in that man which was born of Mary; what then, do 
not we confeſſe Chriſt come in the fleſh, and muſt we deny 
Chrift come in our fleſh ? Then ſeeing that Chriſt come in 
the fleſh is a general word not onely including that bod 
vhich he took upon him in the womb of che Virgin, but alſo 
the fleſh of all his people, who are members of bis body, of bis 
; fleſh, and of bis bone, Eph. 5. 13. | 
And the following of che Light within thereby to attain 
-anto Righteouſneſſe, doth not at all render the death of 
Chriſt in vain, as J. W. imagines, for the Saints in walkin 
in the Ligbt knew the bloud of Chriſt to cleanſe them from all ſin, 
and purified their ſouls in obeying the Truth throuzh the Spirit, 
1 Pet, 1. 22. 1 John 1.7, And this was not any making of 
the death of Chriſt in vain, but by che Light or Spirit of 
Chriſt a wicnefling the end fulfilled in them, for which Chriſt 
ſuffered, that they might live unto him; and how ſhould 
| any bear Chriſt in all things, Deut. 18. 15 Afts z. 22. (as J. W. 
\ ſaith ) unlefſe they follow the ' Light of Chriſt within, for 
weh preaching J. W. in his rage hath called u: men of Belial, 
p · 30. ſo what · groſſe ignorance and confuſion is he in! And 
- as for Chriſts laying f the Light that is in thee be darkieſſe, bow 
great is that darkpeſſe,, Mat. 6. 23. This hath relation to that 
| face where the ey Tevil, where chat is ſuppoſed co be the 
\ Eipbt which is darknefle, upon which Meir (uppoli.ion (who 
were in chat ſtate) Chriſt ſpake theſe words, for the Light 
of Chriſt is the ſame that ever it was, and in it C-If is un- 
changeable, though in ſome it ſhine in dartzueſſe, and the dark: 
; neſſe 
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and the Saints perteking thereof. 11 
neſſe comprebends it not. And as for thoſe chae ſpoke not ac- 
cording to tlie word of whom its ſaid, it is becæuſe there is m 
Light in tbem, Iſa. 8. 20. which J. V. alſo alledges, They were 
ſuch as walked in darkneſſft, unto whom there was no morning, 
as the Hebrew word fignifies, WY N JEN for man 


ſpeak contrary to the word, that are reproved by the Li 


of Chriſt in them ; as 7. V. may ſee his own guilt thereby if 
he be not paſt feeling) and yer ſuch are come ſhort of the 
mcrning, for the Light ſhineth in darkneſſe among ſuch as 
are not led by it to the morning, nor receive InſtruRion from 
it. And note further, that though this F. V. hath ſo much 
ſer himſelf againſt the Light within, and does not own it to 
be in all, yet in page 108 he hath confeſſed That the old un- 
godly World that wer: defiroyed by the flood of waters would not 
be turned by tbe ſtrivings of Gods Spirit, but refuſed that grace 
that was ſo ionately tendred to them, &&c. Wherein to his 
own confuſion he is made to confeſſe to the Truth; for then 
if che old ungodly world had the Spirit of God ſo ftriving 
with chem, and the Grace of God ſo tendred ro them, what 
ignorant men 3re they chat deny the exrent of theGrace of 
God, or the L zzht of Chriſt now to the world, and will not 
own it to be in the ungodly, nor that they ſhould look to 
or follow it in them now? What, was not the old World as 
wicked as the World now is, or is the Grace of God or his 
Mercy now, leſſe then it was to the old World:? | 

J. V. in pag 110. ſaith of Chrift, It is be that bath two 


diſtinct natures in one intire perſon, 1 2 elſe hath the lite in 


him, in him onely dwelleth the fulneſs of the C od- bead bod ily, iu no 
man beſides kim dwelleth the god- bead in any meaſure bodily, dc. 
Anſw, Yes, the Saints were made partakers of the Di- 
vine Nat ute alſo, and fuch received of the fulneſſe of God 
in Chriſt grace tor grace, and God hath promiſed to dwell 
and walk in his people, Fohn 1. 16; 1 Cor. 3. „6. 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
and can that ſtare be attained by any, and nothing of the 
Divine Nature be in them? Is God in his People and his 
Nature divided? Whar groſſe confution is this Baptiſt 
in, and notwithſtanding his denyal of the Divine Nature © 
being in Beuevers; In pag. 111, he faith, that all 
men in reipe& of their ſubſtance of ſpiric ſonal and bo- 
dy, and Chrift in reſpe& of => bumane nature ( as he 
| calls 


12 Of. Chrift and bit Divine Neture, 
ealls it ) are ene, yet in reſpect of his.God-bead: are not 
one, & whet then, hath not the ſoul of the Righteous any 
of che Divine Nature in it? How then hath it its immorta- 
iy Tes any thing immortal that hath not of the N:vine 
ia or nature in it And are not they that, are jgy ned co 
od ons ſpirit ? What blindneſſe is this J. VV. in, ho alſo 
after he hath denyed that nature which is in Chriſt to be in 
any man elſe, { viz. the Divine nature) he hath in pages 
113. and 1,6, accounted that the Diome Nature is the ſpirit of 
kolineſſe (or that they are one ſothat in his denying. 
the Divine Nature to be in any except Chriſt, he hath de- 
nyed the ſpirit of holineſſe to he in the believers, from 
which it followes that none of the believers are Chriſte, and 
that Chrift hath no flock, for be 1hat hath not the Spirit s* 
Chrift is none of bis, (o all that reads this may ſee how this 
Baptiſt hath gone about to ſhut Chriſt his Nature and Light 
or Spirit out of all people, (not onely unbelievers but 
Saints) and how his Doctrine tends to keep all people in 
darkneſſe from Chriſt his Divine Nature and Spirit. And 
fo this Baptiſt in telling of two diſtinct natures in the perſon 
of Chriſt, ( viz. the ſpirit of holineſſe or Divine Nature, 
and the humane nature) and calling each of theſe natures 
the Son of God though he own them to be two diftin& na- 
tures) as in pages 24. & 110. & 111. & 113, what he hath ſaid 
herein is all one as if he had ſaid that there are two Chrifts 
in one perſon, when as Chriſt is but one, and is the ſame 
yeſterday to day and for ever, glorified with the Fa: ber in the ſame 
glory which be had before the world began, and this Chriſt is in 
the Saints, and the ſame ſpirit of holineſſe which raiſed up 
1 from the dead dwelleth in them, ſo that the Divine 
ature is not excluded out of them, as this Baptiſt hath 
often implyed; and no where do we read in Scripture that 
[that nature of Chrift which hath been free from hunger 
and cold ever fince his Reſurrection, is a humane (or earth- 
Jy) nature according to this mans words, who hath ſhewed 
himſelf both ignorant of Chriſt and his nature, (as now 
glarified with the Father) which is of an immortal or ſpiri- 

| — — kind. 5 E | 
_ Foſepb Wright ſaith, p. 116. That the fleſh, ſoul and ſpirit of all 
mem, and the. fleſh, ſoul and humane Spirit of Chriſt is of one ſub- 
ſtance. | x Anſw, 


and the Saints partuking theredf. 13 
An(w. Oh groffe durkneſſe and errour, to imagine that 
the 3k and 42 ſpirit both of all men and Chriſt are 
of one ſubſtance; hat then, is the foul and ſpirit made up 
of fleſh ? If they be of one ſubſtance then muſt the ſoul dye 
with the body, and then where is its immortality? And 
why is the Spirit a diſtinct thing from the fleſh, and a body 
without the Spirit dead? And further, how are all mankind 
of the ſame ſubſtance wich Chrift, when as the ſubſtance of 
Chriſt never ſinned, but thou 7. V. ſayeſt, ye are unclean be- 
cauſe ye are propagated in unclean luſt , what are you of the 
lame ſubſtance with Chriſt or of. his nature, (who is in a 
glorified ſtate in immortality and eternal glary) when you 
are ſo propagated and are unclean; thoy art yet unclean 
andexceeding ſottiſh, or elſe thou wouldft have been aſha- 
med to utter ſuch confuſion and folly as thou haſt done; 
as alſo after thou haſt aſſerted that all mankind are of the 
lame ſubſtance with Chriſt, thou haſt told us, p. 121. Thas 
man became like the Devil by fin (as thou ſayeſt the Hebrew word 
may be rendred) which is as much as if thou hadf ſaid, that 
that which is like the Devil is of che ſame ſubſtance with 
Chriſt, ſhewing thy (elf wholly ignorant of Chriſt, and of 
his ſubſtance, and fleſh, which is not ſuffered to ſee cor- 
- ruption. | 
And further, in pages 128, 131, 132, 134, & 58,59. it may 
be obſerved how thou putteſt afar of the ſtate of theChurch, 
or believers being conformed to the Image of the Son of 
God, that he might be the firſt-born awong Weny Brethren, 
(as in Rom. 8. 29. ) which thou putteſt afar off as to be at- 
tained, hut at 1he Reſurręction af their bodies from the graues, 
(which thou tells of ) and then (thou blindly ſayeſt) Chriſt 
will give himſelf unto it, (viz. unto his Church and make it like 
glorious with his own glorified bymane nature, and then the Church 
ſhall reſemble ber head, &c. Herein haſt thou perverted both 
that Scripture of Rom. 8. 29, 30. and that of Eph, 5. 25, 26. 
27. for the Apoftle does, not put that cleanſed and glorious 
ſtate of the Church (wherein they were made conformable 
to the Image of Chrift) afar off_cill after death as thou 
haſt done, for the Saints were come unto the Church of 
the firſt- born, and knew Chriſt born in them, as he is the 


E 2 i firſt- 


% 


14 Of Chrif. end bis Divine Netyre, 


the Believers partaking of the 


1 
8 


firſt. born in many Brethren, * w1Ave s, and who be 

juſtified,” them alſo be glorified, Rom. B. 30. ang, Chriſt gave 

himſelf for his Chuzc > chat he, night langtifi and cleanſe 
« not 


tor nurcn wmigp Kuuiß ung 
it, and preſent it to himſelf ot baving Ipet or wrinkle or any 


ſucb thing, but that it ſhould be holy and without blem. ſh, 


Eph. 5. Now doth not the Church reſemble her bead when 
ſhe is Brought into that ſtate of purity for which Chrift 
gave himſelf, which refers to the time paſt; its not ſaid 
there, that he will give himſelf (as in the future Tenſe) fo 
to eleanſe his Church at the Reſurrection of the bodies out 
of the graves, as thy words imply, who alſo to prove that 
Divine Nature in this Life 
is bur in part, bringeſt Rom. 7. 25. Vith my mind I ſerve the 
Law of God, but with my fleſh 1he Law of fin, wherein thou 
haſt implyed that the Apoftle was pot freed from ſerving 
the Law of fin while he was in this Life, (what a ſad life 
wouldft thou make Paul to live?) and ſo like the deceivers 
and blind guides haft put freedom from {in afar off till af- 
ter death, that the bodies ſhall be raiſed out of the graves, 
and when that ſhall be thou knowelt not, when as the Apo- 
ſtle paſſed thorow the warfare and attained to the victory 
over fin, and the Law of the ſpirit of life in Chrift did makg bim 
free from the law of fin and death, which ſometime had ruled 
in his members, and he could Tay before his deceaſe, I 
bave fought the good fight, &c though ſeveral times he con- 
deſcended to eral ſtates or conditions below his own, as 
he did to the Romans, and ochers, and became as weak to 
the weak, and as one under the Law to them that were un- 
der the Law, &c. | 7 ; 
And thou ſayeſt, p. 139. That bumane nature by. perſonal 
conjunction with the Divine Nature, being become ſo ſpiritual, 
that if may be truly ſaid The leſt Adam, that is, the created 
fabftunce in Chrifts perſon” is now made into 4 quickening ſpi- 
ru, &c. | 
To which we ſay, how then is all mankind of the ſame 
ſubſtance with Chrift{(as thou (aid before) what are they all 
quickening Spirits,oris the Humane Nature of all man-kind 
a 'quickening Spirit? Canſt thou not diftinguiſh. berwixc 
that which is Humane (or from the earth) and a 1 
| | i pirit ? 


#8 © 
N * 


- "and the Stints partaking thereof. * 
Spirit? What groſs abſurdity haff thou herein implyed ? 
And what a.vaſt difference wouldeſt thou make betwixt 
Chriſt and his Nature (now when he is in 2 glorified ſtate, 
further then in the day es of his fleſh ) as if ke were become 
a quickening Spirit which is divine, bus chere is a nature in 
him that is Humane, ſo the Nature of the quickening ſpirit 
is of the earth (according to thy words) as the fiiſt Adam 
was, and ſo thou canſt not diſtiguiſſ betwixt the fii ft Adam 
and theſecond, though the firſt Adam and his Humane Na- 
ture is of the Earth, but the ſecond and his Nature and I- 
mage is D. vine and Heavenly according to himſelf who is 
Lord fiom Heaven, whoſe ſtate is glorified, ſpiritual and 
immortal, wherein that which was mortal, which in time 
he took upon him, is ſwallowed up of life and immortality, 
and he (as Glorified with the Fat her before the world be- 
gan) made higher then the Angels, though chey be mini- 
ſtring Spirits. | | 

And whereas thou F. V. counteſt it Blaſpbemous, and of Au- 
ticbriſt, to think that any part of man, Spirit, Soul or Body is of the 
Divine, Eternal and uncreated Subſtance, Kc. > 
To that we lay, Is not that wherein the Soul hath ics 
immortality of che Eternal Life or Subftance ? elſe whence 
had the Soul its Life and Immortality, and what is ic in it 
- elf? For ſhall not the Soul if ſaved from the power of fin, 
be eternally in the feeling and enjoy ment of the Love of 
God ? And if not ſo faved, ſhall it not Eternally be under 
a ſence of his Anger? And was not man made in the Image 
of God, and had the Breath of Life from God in bim where- 
by his Soul lived? Was not that Image and Life Immortal? 
And whereas thou ſeemeſt to admit of a Perfection that 
Believers may attsin unto, and yer ſayes, that theperfe&i- 
on of God and of the Divine Nature of Chrift, is of a differ- 
ent Nature from the perfection of man, &c. This is as 
blind a bulineſsas thy former, denying the Divine Nature 
to be in any bur Chrift; for there is no true perfection of 
Holinels that the believers artain co, but what they have in 
God and: Chriſt according to bis Divine Nature which 
they pertake of in him, who hath exhorred the Saints: to be 
Perfect, as their Heavenly Father is Perfect, that they 
might 


the Keſarredien, ad J. W. 
might be Holy in all x manner of. converſation; ſo that ty 
mb Doctrines ( which are for fin the tearm of Life) 


tend to make tho commands and Work of Chriſt of 2040 
effect. 
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GHAP. III. 


Concerning tbe Reſurredliun, and J. W. his filly reaſoning and 
vain conceits about it. | 


Nd as concerning the Reſurrection from the dead, we 
| do not ſay that the Reſurrection is paſt with us, as 7. 
in page 63> doth falſly accuſe us, for we are in him who 
is of eſurrection & the Life, and by whom comes the Re- 
ſurre&ion from the dead, Fobs 11. 25. 1Cor. 15. 21. and we are a- 
gainſt thoſe that in lying the Reſurrection is paſt, have gone 
about to e g overthrom) the F aich of ſome, 2 Tim, 
2. 18. for through Faith many are in che way to attain to tha 
Reſurrection of the juſtz and ſo according to che Scriptures 
wedoownaReſurre&ion both of the jaft and unjuſt, and that 
cog ſhall come forth to theReſurreFion of Life, uch they that 
| in the Faith until death ſhall attain to, and others to 
the Reſurredtion of Condemnation which. is their portion who 
believe not in Chriſt, who is the Reſurrection and the Life, 
wherein the Righteous ſhall ſhine as tbe Stars for ever and ever, but 
' the wicked ſal riſe ts ſhame and contempt, Dan. 12. 2, 3. And 
why does 7. V. count it abſurd, as in pages 54, 35. that the 
Seed 00 2 77 alle, in 88 _ 2 in 
another; ſeeing t es words axe plain to that effect; 
for that which thes. ſoweſt i is not quickened, pt it ie; and doth 
not that Seed ſuffer in man by corruption, before it be raiſ-· 
ed in in corruption and is it not the Seed at · God that is 
ſownin. N. and raiſed in Power, and every Seed ſhalb 
have ite en Body, and 75 is it God gives Body: to at 
feaſech In 11 7 204 5 what Seed ischacisiraiſedity 
i fies but the Seed of God? 
ich z Seed be "IN to, the Seed is 


. known 


bY Fly reef oning and vain ctuctits about it, 17 
known in ſuffering in death and in corruption, chongh igic 
ſelf it be incorruptible; for it could not be (aid is ſhall be 


quickened, unleſs after ic be ſown it dye; and in reſpe& of 
its being ſown,in weakneſs and dying, (as to them in whom / 
it is ſown, who are not redeemed into the ſtate of the fe- 


cond Adam) its ſaid to be ſown a Natural Body, as alſo 
there is a Natural Seed, or Seed of Abrabam according to 
the fleſh, that this Seed of God takes hold on or takes upon 
it 3 but in reſpe& of its being raiſed in Power and Glory, it 
is Spiritual and Immortal, as 1 beyond that ſtate in 
which it is fown in weakneſs, which ſtates none comes truly 
to know, but as they come into death with the Seed, and to 
be raiſed up by the Spirit that raiſed up Jeſus from the 
dead, which ſpirit where it dwells doth quicken the mor- 
tal bodies, and doth bring into the likeneſs of Chriſts Glo- 
rious Body, and as many as are dead with Chrift ſhall lire 
and appear with him in Glory, and wicneſs the Body of 
their lowneſs made like unto his Glorious Body, whoſe th 
are, and ſuch who come to the Reſurrection of the Iuſt, and 
toſee the mortal Body which was dead becauſe of ſin, quiek- 
ened þy the 72 of Chriſt er in them, ſhall come to 
witneſs that of Hoſes 13, 13. fulfilled, for they ſhall come to 
be ranſomed from the Power of the Grave, and redeemed from death, 
as the Seed comes to live and reign, which cannot be holden 
of death nor kept in the Grave, but is the deſtruction of 
the Grave; and this the Prophet witneſſed when he was de- 
livered from the power of the Grave, and his ſaul brought 
out of the Pit, by the ſides whereof the Graves were FA 
And why faith 7. V. in page 60. as that ariſing whidh 
Chrift through the Faith of the Operation of God, is nor 
the Reſurre&ion from the dead, nor the ſtate of perfe&ion 


which the Faithful unto death ſhall obtain? &c. What do 


not they that riſe with Chriſt riſe from the dead ? And was 

not that the Reſurre&ion from the dead that Saint Pan de- 

fired to attain to? Phil. 3. 11. Are not all men in fin dead? 

And do not they that riſe with Chiriſt, riſe out of ſin, ſeeing 
the Saints, that had been dead mier de⸗ and fins, when 

they were quickened and raiſed in Chrift, they were c 


to live in him with whom they ſhall live, who firſt 
| - knew 


C. * 
72 


18 . Concerning the Reſurrectiom, and J. W. 
knew what it was to die with him, or to be baptized in 
his death, fer the dead in Cbriſt ſhaltrifefirjt ; and is not thit 
a ſtate of perfection, where there is a ReſurreQion in Chriſt, 
from ſin and the death which came in by it? For is it not 
fin that cauſed the imperfection? And that t he Reſurrection 
from the dead, is a railing of man from the dead in every 
art wherein he is dead by reaſon of fin, and to live in e- 
very part wherein he lived before he ſinned, (to wit) to be 
alive in Spirit, Soul and Body, as in page 66. Who denies 
that? For becauſe of tin, death hath come over man in ever 
part, both over ſpirit, ſoul and body; fo that where man is 
raiſed out of. ſin by Chriſt, who is the Reſurre&ion and the 
Life, his Spirit is quickened that it can rejoyce in God, and 
his ſoul is raiſed up out of death, that it can magnific him 
who is the Saviour; and if Chrift be in you, the Body i dead be- 
cauſe if fin,and the ſame ſpirit that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead 
all quicken the mortal Body, and the Creature ic ſelf thereby 
comes to be delivered into the Glorious liberty of the Sons of God 
ſo that the Reſurre&ion of che whole man (aud of every men 
in bis own order, 1 Cor. 15 23.) over whom death and the 
Grave had dominion we own, and do not take a part of it 
for the whole, as falſly F. V. accu ſeth us; But whereas F. 
Y. imagineth that the Redemption of the Body ſpoken of 
in Rom. 8. Which the Saints groaned travelled and waited 
for is not to be enjoyed till che Natural and viſible bodies 
of men ſhall be raiſed out of the Graves, as in page 64. 
and 53. and 55. This is like the reſt of his vain Tmaginations 
and fooliſh dreams about the Refurre&ion and other thing, 
for this would ſuppoſe that that Redemption of the Body 
from the bondage of Corruption which Saint Paul and other 
Saints ſo many hundred years agoe did travel, and wait, 
and hope for in their ſuffering tate] is not yet attained, 
which would render their Faith, Hope and Travel ineffectu- 
al ; and what then was that bondage of corrupt ion, and that 


*  ſuff:ring under which the body ſuffered, and from which 


chey waited for redemption, is it fome bondage or ſuffering 
that the Saints fo long deceaſed both were in their dayes 
Landl are yet) in ſuffering under, if chey be not yet iuttain - 
ed to the redemprion of the body, which fo long ſince they 

| 22 traveled 
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travelled for, as this F. . ignorantly ſeems to imply, 
be the God of Abtabm, Iſaac and Jacob, becauſe their bodies 


which bis reaſon is like his ſaying, that God is declared to 


whichare dead ſhall live again,when as he was their God, be- 


cauſe they lived with him and-were in him, and were in the 
boſom of the Father, who is not the God of the dead but of 
the living; And as for that of Fob 19. 25, 26, 27. Which he 


mentions, here Fob em his Redeemer living, and that be ſhould 


ſtand upon the Earth, and that in his fleſh be ſhould ſee Godzwhom 
(ſaid he) I ſhall ſee for my ſclf and mine eyes ſhall bebeld, &c. 


After this fob knew his hope herein fulfilled, when he ſaid 


to the Lord, Chap. 42. I have beard of thee by the Hearing of 


'tbe Ear, but now mine eyes ſeeth thee. Now it is not to be ſuppoſ- 
ed that Job did either ſee or expect toſee God with bodily 


or carnal eyes, for who ſo imagines, they muſt ſuppoſe God 
to be viſible like themſel ves, and not a Spirit, nor an im- 
morcal invifible being, who is to be ſeen ſpiritually and not 


| cacnally, who is in that immortality and Glory with no 
man (as mortal) can approach to or behold with that which 


is mortal: and what filly reafoning is it for F. V. from that 
of Rev. 20. 4. to Query V bat part of man is it which is capable 
of being bebeaded; Is it nit the Body ? Therefare the bodies lived, 
Nc. hen as that of Rev. 20.3. ſpeaketh onely of the Souls 
of them that were behead-d for-the witneſs of Feſws, and 


N the Word of God; ſo that his reaſon is as if he had (aid, 


that becauſe the ſonls of them that were beheaded lived, 
therefore their Bodies when they were beheaded lived, when 
as the ſouls and that which was beheaded are ſpoken of as 
diſtin&@things (via.) the Souls of them that were beheaded; 
ſo that where the Scripture mentions the ſouls, as including 
the whole man or men, as Gen. 46.27, which J. V. cites, 
this will nor prove his abſurdity ; and the like reaſon for his 
dream abauct the bodies hath he in page 70. from Luke 16. 
of the rich mans beingtormented, which torment ( heſaith) 
is tobe underſtood to be ut on the body of the rich man, from his defire 


| that Lazarus might te. ſent to dip bis finger in Water, to cool bis 


tongue, a part of bis Body, &c. Wherein I. V. ſheweth himſelf 
both ignorant of Parables and myſteries, wherein he hath 
implyed, as if the rich ä was then in hell when he 

c j was 


— 


) 


ts eee the Yeurralinng nt -W. 


was ſo tormented; when'as Chriſt ſaith, The rich u dyed 
aud was buried, and ſpeaks that of Laæxarm & the rich inna 
in the time paſt; & chen where was that Hell out of which he 
that was in it could fee Laxaru in Abrabams boſom, betwixt 
Abrabam and which Hell there was a great gulf fixed? And 
what was it in the rich man then that let him ſee Abrabam 
and Læxarm a far off? Did he ſee them when he was in Hell 
with bodily eyes, yes or nay? And as for I. V. his Compa- 
riſon, page 55. of the Wheat arifing out of that very Seed, 
and that very Kernel which was ſown, even ſo (ſaith he) 
ſhall it be in the Reſurrection from the Dead, the Natural and Vi- 
. ſible bodies of thoſe that believe in Chriſt, -although they ſhall not be 
' raiſed as they are ſown,- yet they ſhall be reiſed ous of the Grave, 
cc. This is contrary to Tob. 7. 9. and 1 Cor. 15. 37. and this 
his Compariſon doth not paralel his matter intended and 
aſſerted, unleſs he can prove that the Bodies of all that are 
deceaſed or die, are ſo reſerved, and their ſubſtance re- 
main in the Earth or Sea where they die, as the Wheat that 
is ſown which brings forth ics own Body, which abſurdity 
no rational man will believe, chough herein he hath contra- 


died himfelf, for the ſame grain of Wheat that is ſown, is 


not that Body or Ear that grows forth; and ſaid the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor.15. 37. Thou ſoweſt not that Body that ſhall be, though eve- 
ry Seed ſhall have its own Body, which who knows the my- 
_ of the differing Seeds, they come to know the Body of 
each , which are of the Nature of thoſe Seeds they belong 
to; and there is alſo a Natural Body and « Spiritual Body which 
are diſtinct things, as there is a firſt man and a ſecond man 
, which differ; and ſo there are Terreſtial Bodies, and Bodies 
Cæleſtial which are diſcerned, and the ſtare of each diftin- 
Luiſhed, where that Body which is Spiritual, which differs 
from that which was Natural is diſcerned and ſeen ; and this 

is hid from all blind and empty Profeſſurs, who are in their 

Dreams and Imaginations, imagining that they ſhall ſee 
God with their Carnal or Vifible Eyes, and by ſuch imagina- 
tions have in the long night of Apoſtacy blinded the fimple, 
and begot them into a blind Faith and Hope, which ſtands 
not in the Power of God, nor the Seed which is Chriſt which 


is riſen to deſtroy, and to root out the evil Seed has 
| = een 


ele and vaty contentrabourir,. e 
- p42, » Loot 2 2 4 | . 

| miptic by che envious one, whoſe. work they 

ee where proves f. bn Ser 

r Mun that Was made of the duſt of the Earth, had 

/ yet or returned to duſt, had he not tranſ- 


ho are redeemed from Tranſgreſſion and waſhed from fin 
by 1. gr pit ? What was that death that Adam 
dyed in the day he eat of the forbidden truit, ſeeing that his 
Body lived hundreds of years after that? 3 


*— 


. CHAP. IV. 

Concernlig what we al to in men 5 and the Subject of onr Ex- 7 
bortations : And J. W. his groſs Lyes and Slanders againft us 
about theſe things. 


7 Hereas J. V. hath accuſed us of Fearful Blaſpbemy,for 
ſpeaking to the Light in che Conſcience, or ro the 
Seed of God in nen; Which (faith he) ſuppoſeth , that tbat 
which they call Chrift bath done Iniquity, elſe »by do they ſay Re- 
pent repent, with exhortations to depart from ſin, &c· So that helaith, 
They reprove Cbriſt, eebort Chriſt, councel Chrijt, yea they ſay they 
ſpeak to that of God in the Conſcience which ſhall eternally witneſs ; 

0 that they Teach God, reprove God,counſel God, Oh horrible biaſ- 
phemy, thus far J. V. page 98. &c. | BH 
Anſwer, What abominable falſhoods & groſs miſtakes are 
theſe againſt us; for as we are manifeſt in mens conſciences 
in the fight of God, ſo we appeal or ſpeak to his Ligbt in 
them. as. our witnefſe, which beareth Teftimony td whar 
we ſay, and do not make that Lizbtche ſubje& of our exhor- 
tations or reproofs, but the Creature that is to be turned to 
Chrift and his 9227 within; neither is the Light ever reprove . 
able or guilty of any evil, but that which tranſgreſſech it ; 
And this llt we we appeal to as our witneſs for the Truth, e- 
ven in the wicked who rebel againſt it, and wearg « good 
ſavor to God even in them _ periſh. ' And (6 8, charge 
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and fooliſh; For cannot men appeal to any 


the Subject which they reprgve or appea 


2 ba ay #) 
7 taket 


= a. .. &- 
* „ 9 * 2 N Poa” * . 
n ew CT R : - 
\ ” * ** * = Sy 
1 5 4 i 
Ul . 4 


＋ ef 
- 


LO ARIES] AST 
. tf the (Greatyr 
of (50d. in men, 8 f 


£m | | 
e 
LN | 
e make 3 
;3gnorance is this J. Weis in! Andiis not the, e | 


it is Preached ,manifeft to that of God in wens Can; bo 

ces, and in our ſpesking or appealing to the light of Ghrift.in 
mens Conleiences, we do not ſuppoſe that Chriſt is fayed by 
our Preaching, nor that he is in a fallen condition, as amy 
pudently this Baptiſt hath accuſed us in Page . 

And whereas he ſeems ſo much to be offended, that any 


agiinſi us, as not Preas 
we appeal to the Wieneſs 


neſs for Truth and true Judgement, hut 


Doctrine or Miniſtry ſhould be directed to the Seed of God. 


iu man, or that Salvation ſhould be tendred to that, he hath 
manifeſted himſelf wholly ignorant of the Seed of God in 
that ſtate as a Seed; For do not the Promiſes of God belong 
tothe Seed, and when the Spirit of Promiſe maves any txue 
Witneſſe to declare them; are they not to be directed to the 
d which they belong to ? ſhould the' Prophets mouths 
been ſtopt when they Prophefied to-the Seed? And 

} as he hath Powertolay down his Life which no man 
h from him, ſo he hath Power to take it again, Foby - 
10. 37, 18. and to raiſe up his own Life or Seed in his People; 


„Did not his own Arm or Power bring Saluation io him? I.. 63, 


5. And where he is manifeſted. in that Power in his Saixts, 
may he not ſpeak thoro them to his own. in others where 


manifeſt in a leſs meaſure 2 And did not Samt Paul travel till 


. ignorance is it in J. V to deny (in page 106.) that Chrijt 


Preacbed to the Spirits when they were in Priſon ? Seeing that 
hen he was quickened by the Spirit, he Preached to the 
Spirits in Priſon, x Pet. 3. 19. As alſo he was promiſed to open 
415 Priſon Doors, an ay, forth the Priſoners out of the Priſou- 
houſe, and he it is that faith to the Priſoners, ſhew your 

elves, LEE Kr 2 r 
Land x. in p.141. hath further charged abſolute falſhoods 
upon us, in ſaying as that the creature man i not the ſubjed of 


our ble FS, but 4 uppoſed feed, and that the ſubje#t af aux Cur ſe 
the Canine the creature man conſiſting of ſpirity ſoul and be. 
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AI - CHAP. V. 
Concerning Ordingaces and J W. 1 idolatry and feline cout 
Anz wherein pages: ate fe add 88. | they J. 1. halt 
ſuch as do — Ligbi within with: 

22 in water, prayer; antl [ on f bands, a ub 
reprogcbing and ceſpiſing the Ordinances 7 the; — 
with calling praycr and laying og: s caryal, A . 

To this we lay, thou haſt 'groſely — 
dentiy belyed us in theſd, as in many: 
enn prayer, laying on of: badge, 


ed and impu- 
ine for 
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they 


rit # Sad is that peoples ſtare that have ine ed this. = 
for /a defence; 1 
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erformed imagine Gol by the leadings- of 
his Spieic 2 | 


Ont inp porno roger 
but formal, dead: and 


| n es fuel» to be den 
the ae Bepriſn;Epb 44 Which the ourwartdl wis bur 2 
figure of we w itneſſe; And fuveher note how thou haſtem - 
tradictetl thy (elf in pages 159. and 160. chou haſt arcaſed 
us for laying on of hands, and for praying once in thirteen 
eln 

how then do me reproach-anid: deſpiſe prayer and layfag on 
of hands, us in general terms chou hat As a. — 
art thou confounded in thy malicious accuſations,” which 
Fonfuaſion is fruit of thy envy ? for where envy is there is 
3 confuſion; and whereas thou art pleading for the Baptiſm 


of Believers in water, ut an ordinance of great autharity;' and 
as being appointed to ſignifie the burial and Reſtrredtion of Chriſt, 
and the ſhip of trus belitvers in bis death, and that it cus. 


ſiſtetb nt in the pang away the filth of the fleſh" as the 
Bee 94, 


Fewiſh Bajtiſms did, He and that the eft& of it is greater 
ei. thoſe legal waſhings, and thy proof is, 1 Pet. 
3.21, 2. 91 24445 * 9 : ; 38 


Auſw. In thy Epiſtle to che Churches: thou counſelleſt 
them not to diſcourſe” this Spirit about the Authority of 
Ordinances, (meaning the ſpirit of ſuch as preach up the 

_ Light within Jand in thy other Epiſtle to them that ſo preach, 
thou pretendeſt as if thou would not be diſputing about 
Ordinances when the differetice is about the ſubſtance, yet 


now in contradiction to hy ON counſel and pretence, 
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waſhings 6r-baptizings, He. g. 91 for there is mention of the 
Baptiſm that ſavetb, which: i not the putting away of. the 
fili F the ;fleſh, but the anſwer of 6 goed Conſcience, which 
the out werd water ar walking $s mentioned 28 4 of, 
for there: iz a plain diſtinction betwixt the inward Beptiſm 
that ſavech;and che outward: waſhing or putting away the 
filch of the fleſhʒ and the true believers in Chriſt are come 
fureher then that which is but the ſign or figure, or doth 
but fignifie Chriſts burial; Reſurreion, or their fellowſhip 
in his death; for they are come to be baptized into bis death, 
and tobe raiſed in his /ife by that Spirit which hath baptized 
them, which is the ſubſtance wherein the fignes and ſhadows 
are ended, which Chriſt through his death and ſuffering 
made way for mens Redemption out of, and aboliſhed the 
Law of andements by which theſe outward ſbadows 
and ſigures which related to that ſtate that was under the 
Law were upheld, where the poſleſſion of the holy Seed 
which is the ſubſtance, was not attained to, and the uſe of 
ſuch outward Baptiſms or ſhadows (by any of the Apoſtles 
for a tiine) does not prove them of force by a Law, ſince 
Chrift fulfilled them and aboliſhed the Law of them, Epb. a. 
13. Col. 2. i. 20. and through ſuffering made way for a fur- 
ther, more glorious and living diſpenſation then that 
wherein the ſigns, ſhadows or figures were upheld by a Law. 
And where proves 7. Vi that outward Baptiſm in Water 
does ſigniſie or reſemble Chriſts death, burial, or Reſur- 
rection, as he hath implyed?' We hope he will not ſay that 
Believers dye in outward Baptiſm and are buried three daies 
in the Water, as Chrift was in the Earth; ſo that Water 
Baptiſm when ic was practieed by a command from heaven 
as Jabn did, it had rather a reſemblance or fignification of 
the ſtate of Believers and their ard weſhing, then of che 
ſtate of Chriſt in his ſufferings and Reſurrection. And 
where 7. V. as a proof for his Water Baptiſm, brings Rom. 
6. . Col. a. 12. We are buried with bim by Baptiſm into death, 
Nc. in this he hath contradicted hiniſelf; for. before this 
Baptiſm in Water was but to fignifie the Burial and Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, and the fellowſhip of the Saints in his 
death, and therefore it could not be that Baptiſm by which 
a they 
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prove it he cites Heb. 10. 272. 


they were buried with Ohriſt into death ; foalb may ſee 
what Idolstry hie is ih about Water, and how he i mudled 
in his confuſion though he (wichout juſt cauſe); js offended 
that we-ſhould count cheir Bapriſm« carnal empty ſhadow 
or low thing that God is gone pur of, though it be horh 
true and apparent enough, fince they make ſuch: an Idol of 


it, and praiſe it without either itumediste command from 


Heaven, or motion of Gods 1 but onely do it 
by tradition and imitation from the uſe of it in the itime 

of the Churches Infancy, when peoples minds were nor 
redeemed out of ſueh things. And as for Chrifts ſendi 


the blind man to waſh his eyes in the pool of Sileam, who 


when he had waſhed came ſeeing, Jobs 9. 6, 7, This is no 
proof for your plunging or baptizing People in water, 


though 7. V. thou haſt brought it for thy proof, ſo that 


thou haſt but herein diſenvered thy idolatrous Spirit; and 
for all thy Baptiſm in Water thou art yet blind, thy eyes 
are not opened, though thou haſt had more of thy body out · 
wardly waſhed then thy eyes. e e eee 
And further in p. 39. and 40. Foſeph VVright ſaith, That 
Baptiſm in VV ater in the Name of Jeſus Chrift is unto the Re- 
pentant Believer, the way ef Salvation, becauſe Ghrift bath.walkgd 
therein to make it ſo, cc. and tbat as the ſmucr comes to be waſhed 


in. bis body with pure water, ſo-be comes io be ſprinkled in bis bear! ll. 


or ſpirit with the Band of Cbriſt from un cvil.conſcience; anda 


Anſw. Here it may be ſeen how this Baptiſt goes on in his 
Idolatry, and what a great Idol he hath made of Water 
Baptiſm, to account it the way of Salvation, and ſa he hatb 
ſet up another way for Salvation then the true Miniſters did, 
for Chriſt is the way of Life and Salvation, and the Roc 
from whence comes the Water of Life, which ſprinkles th. 
heart from an evil Conſcience, and this is not a carnal o 
viſible Element of the world; ſo that this: Beatz in prea- 
ching up water Bepriſm'to-bethe way co Salvation, he'woul: 


limit Chrift and hit falvation, as if none! were in th. 


way of ſalvation, but a company of Beptijts or ſuch g 


are plunged by them in outward Water; and ſo. 


that water · Boptiſme be the way of Salvation, then it ii 
; Chrifl, 
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Chriſt, 1 P 
preact 
chriſty 


tiſme Nee preached, by which they 


| were all bsptized intoon? body, which is the ſubſtance, where- 
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tlie Lords r is not made of Corn, or deny 


the out ward Wine that is drunk to be the fruit of the Vine; 
But ehis we know, that the Lords Supper is a myſterĩie which 
you who live in deceit and iniquity, (ho are doating about 
outward ſhadows, #s bread, and wine, and voter, ) never 
came to eat or Urink it; but only they who are come to the 
Ib of God thattakes Sway ſin, and to the matfriege Sup - 
I | per ofthe Lamb, who ſaith, Seb I ſtand at th: door and Roc k, 
; 1 | : FEY "of G * „ ö ; IS. if 
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Salvation; anc us, you confound your ſelves, and thy 
confuſion and idolatry as much appears touching. theſe 
things thou haſt. ben ſelf e wad chat Ever. op 
4 WG. 1 


us, tbon ſhalt 5 receive & ft . 2 E — 
renouncing qur err our, 7 1b bel; e. 
Now if either of theſe (vis. * Ay = 3 or _ 
penting, believing, and obeying the Goſpel ). be to he ex - 
peed among us, then there remains ſome 3 of Salva - 
tion for us, and that ge are. ehe Nac for Aeſtrudbion; or. © 
for the miſt of derkyeſſe. for euer, aa thou haſkjudgedins, without! 
any reſtriction (or exception) and thus all may ſee what an 
nn cult Judge thon 2 and how thou arc ſpoiled in'thy 


vicked 


Concerning Water Baptiſm and aber things, © 29 
wicked ends and defignt, end what an irrational. men thou 
art ſo abſoluteiy to judge them for the miſt of darłneſſe for - 
ever; whom chou haſt expected to believe and obey the Go- 
ſpel (if not a ſober Antagoniſt ) or at leaft wiſe thou haſt pre 
tended its truly its high time for thee to repenc, for thou 
art far from the Life of che Goſpel, or its faith and obe- 
dience, who notwithſtanding haſt accounted us more proud 
then De or reproving, yet in ſuch a high 
degree haſt ſer thy ſelf to be a.Judge, as to — — as 
preach the Light within, for the miſt of Pd + e for ever, 

though thou haſt pretended to have an expectation of Re- 
pentance, Faith, and Obedience from ſuch as thou haſt ſo 
. Judged. And you Baptifts were wont to exclaim againſt 
others for judging, though now you can ſo peremprority 
judgefuch to be rewarded with the miſt of darkneſſe for ever, 
who do both. preach and own the Light of Chriſt within, 
which they that follow:ſha]l not abide in darkneſſe but ſhall 
receive the Light of Life. The Lord open your eyes, who have 
been deceived and miſled by ſuch blind guides and defen- 
ders as F. V. is, that you may eſcape out of their ſnares, 
and come ont of the darkneffe and confuſion wherein they 
have led you, that you-may know. the Light of the Truth 
to open your underſtandinge, and to guide your feet into 
the way of Truth, and the path of the juſt, which is the 
ſrining Light that ſhineth more and more untill the perfe day, 
in them chat believe and obey the Light of the Lord and 
his Truth i them. | - 
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CHAP. VL. 
Concerning Quaking end Trembling. 
THe next articular” obſeryable is abotie'Quaking and 
ain ffories, And in P. 134 He'faith, E * 4 


Fe it doth nn come with à ſtill ſoſt voice, but 


þ Earthquakes, and reding the Rocks, r creguure 
. - © ; on | 7 


into 


= © Canceriving Quakiug and Trembling. © 


— — 


into 4 woful condition, for ob what quekings and ſhakings, trim- 
blings and fearings, what pulling and dragging is at. that time, 
as if the very heart muſt be pulled out, and all. the bowels. torn in 
Pieces, and one limb rent from another, and when the unclean ſpi- 
rit bath pronounced ſuch woes terrours and judgements t lung 
he thinks fit, which by them is called Hell, then the ſaid Spirit 
Peaks. peace to them, &c. And allo ſayeſt tbat this Spirit ſpeaks. 
with a vocal: voice in the bottom of the bellies of tbem that are 
Poſſeſfed therewith, burrying the creature up and down with motions 


 revelations-and commands, & c. 


Auſw. Toull which we anſwer, 75 W. bath here ſhewed 
not onely ignerance of the woi ks of the Lord and his waies, 
but hatred and malice againſt them, and hath uttered ma- 
ny reviling words againſt that which he knows not, and if 
he had lived in the dayes of old when the Servants of the 
Lord quaked and trembled, and roared out becauſe of the 
terrour of the Lord that was upon them, what would he 

have ſaid, ſurely no leſſe of them then he hath done of us, 
at this day, and wculd have called it / an unclean ſpirit- 
and a woful viſitation and condition; and therefore we ſhall 
fi ſb prove out of the Scriptures that there was ſuch a thing 
as trembling and quaking and roaring out even as men di- 

ſtracted among the Servants of ke Lord in generations paſt, - 
and then ſhall vindicate ſucha thing in theſe our dayes un- 
on chis reaforiz That God and his works and diſcoveries 

are the ſame in this age according to the manifeſtation of 


his power amougft his; People as ever they were: So drend- 


ful was the appearance of God that Moſes ſaw, that be ſaid J ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake, Heb. 12. 21. and David roared out ty 
reaſon of the diſquietneſſe of bis beart,, and his heart panted, an1 


it ftirength failed, and there: was. no: ſoundneſſe in bis fleſh, nor 


any reſt in bjs bones, Plal. 38. and bis fleſh trembled becauſe of 15e 
Judgements of God, Pal; 119. 120; Aud its 8 I ſffer the 
terrours of the Lord I am as « diftratted man, Plal. 88. »<. Aud 
Ezra ſai1, I rent, my garment: aud wy mantle, and pluckt off, the , 
Lain of my bead, ond of my beard, and, ſat down aftofiiſÞed, and 


'therg were, Helft ynto,me ber) 74 bat trembled e 0 


oy 7 #1 " TIE 77 
of abe Cod of Iſrael, Ih, 9. 35 4. Au 7eremy alſo ſtk ar be" 
trynlded, «ain fris. bones did pokes and he 96s Ike 4 Anben 8 | 
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denen ln tid Trembling, 31 
Jer. 23. 9. And the Piapbet Habrk ha ſaid, my belly trembled, 
my lips quiue red at the voigg, rettemeſſe entered my bones,” and I 
trembled in my ſeif, chip. 3. 16. and Sr. Paul was among the 
| CH in much trembling, and -exborted- the -Saints to ik t 
their Salvation with fear and trimb ling, Pbil. 2. 120 And thus it 
is manifeſt throughout the Seripłures of both Old and New 
Teſtament, that the Saints and Servants of God did tremble 
and were aſtoniſhed, and were as diſtracted perſens, and 
there were carthquakesemong them, 8 rending of the rocks, 
and quakings, and ſhakinge, and tremblings, and fearinge, 
(as J. V. his words are) and che appearance of the Lord 
was wonderful, and wrought wonderful effects and opera 
tions upon them, though this ſame 7. VV. ſeems ignorant 
of, like as if he had never read the Scriptures, t bought in 
place elſewhere he ſpeaks highly of them. yet tis manifeſt 
be is not in that Truth and Power of God which they de- 
elare of, but is a ſcorner and reviler, and one with the pro- 
phane wretches that believes notthe Truth of the Scriptures 
but fcorns at the work of God, and fuch as tremble and qucke 
at his words, whom be regards, Iſa 66 ee ne 1 
And ſeeing that the Scriprures do: thus plentifully proye 
ſuch an operation, a8 qusking, and trembling, and trouble, 
and terrour, through the manifeſtai ion of the Power: of 
God, we cannot but forthe:name of the Lords ſake vin- 
dicate the ſame operation in this day. as thut ſame Power- 
is manifeft amongſt People And it is the Powerof the Lord, 
not the ſpirit of witcheraft br unclennneſſe, às N. Haf- 
pbemeuſly firme, but we know that thouſands im theſe our 
dayes have been pierced to the heart by the werd of the 
Lord, and have been ſmitt en in 'their Conſciendes and beer 
made to cry out, and roar, and tremble through the diſ- 
quiet neſſe of their hearts, and have been brought as low as 
Hell, even to the fides of the Pit, and to know their 
bones broken as David did, and they have lain diſconſolate 
for many dayes, and yet the Lord hath afcer this raiſed them 
up into peace, and joy, and comfort, and blotted out their 
tranſgreſſions, and waſhed them away by the bloud of leſus, 
and heath reſtored comfort for mourning, and the ſpirit. of 
praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſſe according to his promiſes; 
| | fo 


* 


tio of che Power of God amongſt us, as is ſo largely demon. 
ſtrated by examples throughout the Scriptures, ſo that he 
God in formec ages, ſo declaring himſelf to the world, to 
be ignorant of che Scriptures and of the Power of God to 
Salvation, aud a Blalphemer ageinſt both. And his Rea- 
on to prove it an unclean Spirit that leads them to tremble 
is, becauſe ſome bave ftripped off their Claatb, and gone naked 
or a Kc | Sete - * TE ; 
4 To which we Anſwer ,: By the ſame reaſon he might ag 
well have ſaid, that was an unclean ſpirit that led Iſaiab the 
Prophe 2 his ſhooes, and walk naked and bare- foot 
es a ſignu and wonder upon Ægyt, when at it was the Spiric 
of God that moved him tothat work, Iſa. 20. and Saul alſo 
when he went to Noth, and the. Spirit of God was upon 
him and prophefied, and he ſtript off his Gloathes and lay 
rk ho party up all ng whereforeit 25 
aid, is ſo among the Prophets, 1 Sam. 19. 23, 24, And 
thus J. V. may ſee the errout of his own jadgement, who 
hath condemned that Spirit to be unclean, which led Iſaiab 
and Saul to ge naked, by his eenſuring ſuch now as are led 


by the ſame Spirit, but ageinſt his reproachful tongue we 
do vin dicate ſuch a ching iu it ſelf, and chat the Spiric of 


the Lord is uot limieted, · but may lead ſome at this day to 
the ſame thing, though if any do ſuch a thing in imitat ion 
and deceit, we juſtific them not. | F451 
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| Concerni Re ciency of the Light, and the contin ny 
to reach all that do believe. 


A Gain, the next thi dbſerveable are wecan di 
12 110 e us wit i - 
bin, 1 11 2 25 A every | man aul he 1227 
by the 12 55 in r ar "we Went it up, and dire every, man 
fo it as @ guide Realer for ke we, 8 
. irſt, 125% we 82 fo commtyicate & Teacher Tram, with- 


1 5 Becaaſt we declare to 57 and 3 women, that if they 
will but wal in filence, they Jrall receive virtue and Life from ug 
though they never 1 were, 7 which it l jch he tbr 
we intend to give a uc Ber adbere to our De 71 

Thirdiy,  Becay we fake bold of the. bay men and 
women, Her, when oe 1015 tale bold of "the wifes 17 e, they 
have been taken with atrem\ling, cc. 

Fourthly, B 8 we are. Tek wiſh ting thew that are. in . 
clining to our Prip 

Fi fchly "Wee 77 55 and down to Sew pus Degree 
by our Privig ſuch 4 e of ' Books 'to b men in cu N 
we cry 4755 1 1 whores e) and that we lay aſide Gods 
Word, Aud ſet up our mm- word, aud that God s Holy Scriptures we 
220 aud our own unbaly Wy ings we exalt, c cc. 

„ Becauſe the Light wbich is in every man, doth not 
i 15 Sug out. followers to 4 ES © things we do, &c. Paz. 158. 
159, 160, 16 1, 162, 162. 

Anſwer, To all theſe we Anſwer, That we do turn people 
to the Light of the Spirit of God within them, and Preach 
the free ift and Grace of God that he hath given to the 
Sons of 'men i in order to their Salvation, and we acknow- 
ledge notwithſfanding all F. V. his Scornful and Ignorant 

Railings againſt us for Preacking the /igbt within,chat wes re 
| ent 


Fe. 


Concerning the ſuſſciency of the Ligbt, 2 ©» 

ſent of God, and tis our Meſſage that we have received 
to Preach to all the World "pag we are ſent to turn 
from the darkneſs to hs Light, as the Apoſtle Paul, 
Atts 26. 18. and this Jig or ple curned them, was 
not à viſible Carnal Fan“ wt — them, but an Invifible 
and Spiritual Light chat hong in; cheir Confciences; and to 
chis Lizbt Paul was ſent fo turn them, even to the ligt that 
_— in their Hearts, 2 Cor. 4. 6. The light ſhined i in their 


ie e epi gi as, $4 A 1 Knom / ge. g of. thz Glory, of 
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ines 1721555 
ences, for God a8 . Spirig within th. 
writemy Law in their Hes 5 » 10 that whoſoever d dend rer 

15586855 Covenant myſt Preach. che lig whbih+ I of 755 
ür Preaching che light within, 3 ” anor her place, 
therefore here xe paſs it, a and. ſhall his.fix. teeple 
eafons, by I e Mod p P! vethat we Nemble with peo- 
Net 155 rrrachiaę th e 1015 within, an 255 uv eats bf what e ſay, 
* . a notqriousflander, vhat ſhews.'F. VF. bah neither 
Bis m0 de Cha ice; for rm be. not. he. as well have 
Fah "theſe 185 is Reaſons againlt the Apoſtles N ho 
Preathed We lame Bb &rife of che light withinas we de now, 
fer when Saint. Jobs ſaid to the Church, ye. bave andintirig 
within ym," aid yr need not Man to T7 2855 OE fan's the ſame. 15 


| 6 ger A John a, 8 Well have 

laid 70 U hit dh” The Ball e e 1 us C7. a6 8 kett, But 
cllemblen wich them,” fot tho Gyeff „ they ba e andcine- 
ing. (ox ligbt) within them, ind they need no ma to teach 
them̃, bur as · that doth teach them, and yer. thon thy ſelf 
art 4 Teacher wic heut them. ind thou giveſt exhioreations 
to them by Declarations and Epiſtles ,andcelleft clferti ifthey 
abide in the anointing that they have received, an in 
Chriſt, they ſhall not fin; and-chough the Saints in former 
Ages were thus taught by the anointing within them yer 
they did Se ne vilit 1555 another, and prayed one for 

- another as the an noting le them, but hadſt thon F. N. li- 
ved in their dayes,thou mighceſt bave ſaid, "Fob," t ol doſt 
plainly declare that the anGinting in the Saints will hot do 
the bulineſs,as thou ſcornfully ſayeſt co us, but thouCommne 
nicate 


nointin te, 


\ 


nicates an unclean ſpirit, and thou writeſt Epiſtles, an d 
' ſpreads thy Doctrine by Letters or Bvoks, and che Apoſtles 
run up'and down from one Nation, Country and City to a- 
nother 3 atid-whart need you do this, if rhe annointing wich- 
in be ſufficient to teach them; and if it be ſufficient, hx 
does not every particular Saint do that which ſome do? 
Why doth not every one of the Chriſtians go up and down 
Preaching as well as ſome few of you Apoſtles? Thus and 
after this manner might thou J. W. have reaſoned againſt 
the Apoſtles and Saints as well as againſt us, and doubrleſs, 
hadeft thou lived in their dayes, thou wouldeſt have (aid no 
leſs by them then thou doſt by us, but this is to manifeſt 
thy own folly and weskneſſe, who cannot underftand how 
the annointihg dwells in the Saints and teacheth them into 
all Truth; and how notwithſtanding they ediſie one ano- 
ther, and inſtructs one another by words and wricings ; this 
ſame thing was true amongſt che Apoſtles and Primitive 
Chriſtiens. and is true alſo at this day among us, though 
thou objects againſt it, nay reviles and fhnders the witneſs 
of the ſame at this day, and this is thy ignorance and weak- 
neſs, who art not worthy to be named « defender of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, as thy works makes to appear. 

And as for J. W. his ſay ing as if we ſhould ſay, They ſhould 
receive virtue and life from us, and that we intend to give a ſpirit, 
and of taking bold of the wrijts of fame, cc. And that we lay a= 
fide Gods Word, and reject $-riptures, and exalts our own nmholy 
writings, %c. Theſe age ſlanderous accuſations and maliti- 
ous ſuggeſtions,as if we were Witches and ſuch like; And this 
is ſpoken by him with a tendency (as doth appear) to en- 
rage che ſpirits of ungodly men againſt us; We do not ſay 
they ſhali receive Life from us, but if they wait upon God 
in the Miniſtration of his Life and Spirit, they ſhall receive 
Life from him, and ſufficient inſtruction by his Grace and 
Gift within them if they never ſee us more, and they ſhall 
receive the Spirit of Truth from God, though we are made 
Mmifters of the Spirit, which-the Father giveth to all his 
Chifdren ; and as for our taking one another hy the hands 
by way of kind-Salutation one of another; Why doth 
he wickedly ſurmize againſt us for this practice, but that 
ee N H b out 
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out of the abundance of his malitions heare, his tongue 
gone fraudilently, as. if we did bewitch people thereby; 
thus much he ſeems to intimate by his re roxchful expreſ- 
ſions, t hat we intend by taking one ànot her by the hands 
to communicate a ſpirit, which is onely his ignorant and 
malitious uggeſtion and as for our denying the Word of 
God and re jecting Scriptures, we (hall pafs it here ( onely 
Fell os J. V. thou haſt ſlandred us) and ſpeak fuller to it 
by and by. Ts | Gd | 
I. But concerning immediate teaching of God by the 
light and anointing mithin, I would yet more fully explain, 
that I might be underſtood of all. Firſt, We do not afficm 
that every man in the world (to wie) unbelievers as well 
\ as believers have received the aneinting and ſpirit within them, 
ſo as they need no man to teach, them . for this is onely 
proper to the Saints of God, who ha ve believed in and re- 
ceived Chriſt Jeſus and his Spirit, that anointing which 
teachet h them all things, and leadeth into all Truth, and 
they abiding in this anoincing,. they need no man totęach 
them but as it teacheth, and this is the new Coxenant of 
God, and according to his promiſe, I vil put my ſpirit witb- 
in them, and write my Law in thetr hearts, and they ſhall need 
us mn to ſay, know the Lord, but from the leaſt tothe greateſt they 
| ſhall all kom we ſaith the Lord; But as we raed vs I this is on- 
l proper to the Believers and Sanctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
this ſtate is not proper to the unbeſievers in the world in 
their ſtate of unbelief, who rejęcts the Counſel of God, and 
reſuſes to be taught by him and led of him, and quenches the 
_—_ pres 5 bis ſtace niſed by the Lord tha 
2, But t this Nate was Promule the Lord that 
his people ſhoyld be chus taught and i 3 oh 
7 obne Epiſtle. e 2 


Apoſiles dayes witneſs it, as in ſtle b 
and the Saints of God nom in this age da witneſs 
Let not wichſtanding the Saints did and may diſig one anoy 
ther, and build up one another in themoſt holy Faith, and 
Comfort ph another by .adyics 928 9 {fl, anf 
ker ken rhappgh decloxiog che Wor 79 Jeg 35 
nother ; and Miniſtring the hriſt and of, his 


Wa: 
- free gift one to another, as the anoint ing within moverh mad 
i : F 8 tteachet 
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hm Eos. 
teacheth, this was the Saints praftice in the dayes of eld, 


and is their practice at this day, for let none miſtake us, as 
if any were ſo taught of God by che anointing and Light 


within that were thereby * of, and freed from 


all good inſtruction, edification and counſel, viſitations and 
ſalutations of Love amongſt them and one towarils another, 


like as if they were lo taught of God as their ſtate admited 


of careleſneſs, and rezectiug of love and exhortations one 
from another, we tell thee nay, but we are fo taught of 


God at this day as the Saints before us were by the light and 


annointing within, vhich we have received from God, that 
alwayes we are capable of and willing to receive ediſication 
and counſel, and advice through the Word of the Lord, and 
by his Spirit that dwells in us, and extends one to another 
by good advice and counſel, conſolation and comfort, fo 
that theſe two do agree (to wit) immediate Teaching by 
the anointingand lighe within us, and exhortation and e- 
dification one of another by the ſame: ſpiric and anointing 
_— us, and theſe two are not contrary one to the o- 
ther, | 


need no man to teach them, as the believers have received it; 
yet the Gift of the Spirit of God and the light of it is gi- 
ven to them, and manifeſted in their Conſciences, and hach 
its operation of con viction and reproof,: becauſe of their 
unbelief and Jniquities, and theſe needs to he taught wich- 
out them, even turned and directed to this ſ. me light with- 
in them that they may believe in Chriſt Jeſus, and wait 
upon the Lord in it, thereby to receive the anointing and 
pour ing forth of the Spirit through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that they may be alſo taught of God as believers and rege · 
nerate perſont, and may need none to teach them, but as 
the Gift and Geare of God within them, and ſuch in the 
ſtate of their unbelief, ha ve need to be Preached unco, that 
they may believe and be renewed, and receive more of the 
Spirit and of the Grate of God ina greater meaſure, and 
may come int Covenant with God, and be fo taught of 
him, as not to need another Teacher, And thus we have 


. 
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3. Tet we do fay though the unbelievers have not ſo 
received the anointing and ſpirit within them, as chat they: | 
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ſhewed, Firſt,. That che Saints ate caught of God and 
they need no man toteach chem, but as the anointing with» 
in them. Secondly, That they are not ſo taught of God, 
as not to be capable to receive advice and inſtruſtions one of 
another in the. Lord. Thirdly, How the unbelievers hath 
the Light of Chriſt given to them, and yet hath need of 
teaching withour them. 3 42 
And thus I have anſwered and confuted that fooliſſi charge 
of, J. V. that we diftemble by telling people the light with- 
in is the Teacher, and yet intends it not, and have ſnewed 
him that we do ſay, the Saints that are called and regene- 
rated, have received the ſpirit in that manner and meaſure, 
as that they need no man to teach them but as the anoint- 
ing, and the unbelievers have the Gift of the Light of the _ 
ſpirit of God given to them, that it may teach them., and 
therefore we ipreach the Goſpel to them to beget Faith in 
their Hearts, and that they may receive Ohriſt and his an- 
ointing to Teach them and lead them into all Truth: And 
now I ſhall proceed to the next thing obſerveable, which is 
concerning our Meetings. «FP 5 


CHAP. VIIL 


Concerning meeting tegetber, and ſilent waiting upon the Lord, with 
- ſomething about back:ſkiders, and the ſpirit that Ads them, 


W. faith, An evi! ſpirit is our Familiar, which we co nmu- 
yy = as adbere to our —_— $ <4 | 
Ani firſt he ſ«ith,” it appears by th. ming and bollow ſitbing 
among us, which is Andy pw ſpirit. 1 f 2 

Secondly, ar filent meeting is the dired Practice ( ſaith he) 
of ſueb a have fami iar ſpirits, and to what end are our filent 
Meetings, but for the micating ef our unclean ſpirits; for ne- 
ver: did any of the ſervants of 5 God bold meetings in fitence, 
to —— ene word; and ſuch Meetings arecontrery o 
the practice of 1be people ef God in all ages, an theywre go ue afide 
ier Satan, ' whoſe Doiirinethey publiſt, and whoſe unclean ſpi- 
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aid filent waiting upon be Tord. 

rits they hold Aſſemblies" in privirte to commnicatè. 3. He ſpeaks 
of _ . of ſome of our own Proſelytes, i bat there £57 4 
Spirit into one of them as be was going to reprove another, which 
did roar and make a terrible noiſe in bis belly; and another ſtory 
or two he tells of ſome that taib-now forſaken us, that & Spirit 
came into bim that did make him "quake and trembit ſo exeredingly 
that he thought it world have tore bim, Ac. And another confeſsed 
that there did a Spirit ſjeak within ber, bidding her leave ber 
Kindred, c. Then be concludes this Chapter with a certain ſtory 
as be calls it, of the ſad pranks the Deril played on one that thiughs 
himſelf Ferfec, pages 164, 165,166,167, 168325 „“ 
' Anſw., 1. To all which we do Anſwer; That all theſe-poor 
weak reaſons aſſerted doth not prove his aſſertion, that we 
communicate an evil Spirit 10 ſuch as adhere to our Dodrine; the 
Aſſertion in its ſelf is d lye, end a grievous ſlander, pub- 
hthed withoue the fear of God, and what ſober men coiild 
imagine that a Baptiſt Teacher, a defender of their Gaſpel, 
as he accounts himſelf in his Epiſtle, ſhould uſe fack a wea- 
pon againſt us as ſo foul. and groſſe a flander as chis is, eſ- 
pecially at this day, when both he and we are in a ſuffering 
ſtate and condition from our adverſaries, wherein we might 
rather have comforted ene another in our ſufferings, t hen 
added to one anothers grief and affſiction by fighting one 

with another before our adverſaries,” that would rejoyce to 
ſee us both deſtroyed that they may glory over us; And as 
for that humming and bollow ſigbing as he calls it, it is nor 
from an evil Spirit as he fuppoſerh, but rather cccafioned 
by the Spirit of God which” worketh according to that 
Scripture, with groans and ſigbs that cannot be uttered, Rom. 8. 
And the Lord deſpiſes not the fighing of the poor, and the 
Saints groaned in themſelves; and had J. V. or his help- 
fellows in this his folly brem as wiſe and judicions as he 
would be accounted, he would rather have judged the deep 
fighs that he ſpeaks of had #riſen- from tlie work of Gods 
Spirit rather then from an evil Spirit; for what would he 
have ſuid of them in whom chere was ſuch groans and ſighs 
which could not be uttered, and tliat groaned within them- 
ſelves (as in Man: 9.) would not he have ſaid thefe were 
from & familiar and toil Spirit; and as for ſome being enabled 
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40 Concerning meeting tuget bor, 
at aur Meetings, as he ſaich, co ſpeak, two or three hours, 
this he judges aiſo to be from an Erl eien the Lord for- 
give him and make him more wiſe, or elſe he can never iu- 
herit Eternal Life, that thus judges it to be an evil Spirit 
by which che Servants of God ace enabled to ſpeak his ward 
even immedistel without conſultation or ſtudy ; what 
would he have ſaid of Peter ho was ſo immediately inſpi- 
red chat he liſt up his voice and preached the Goſpel in a 
wonderful manner, to the amazement of the Hearers, be- 
ing an unlearned mau, and not uſed ta large Ocat:ons, and 
this was not by carnal ſtudy, nor of an evil Spirit, but even 
as the Spirit within him moved bim, Adds 2. and yet there 
were ſome at chat day of F. Vs Spirit who ſaid. he was 
drunk, and the like, becauſe che Spirit of God carried him 
out fo wonderfully in Declaration, and he ſaith chat ic is 
done in cheſe dayes by an evil fannliar Spirit; Oh J. V. thou 
Enemy of God, Repent, who haſt judged the Spirit of God to- 
be an evil Spirit; and of many of the Prophets of the Lord; 
At is ſaid that the Spirit of God came upon them at ſuch and ſuch 
times, and they ſpoke to admiration, whea as at other times 
. K is pollible they appeared weak men for ſaich the Apoſtle, 
of aur ſelves me can do uahiug, but by Chriſt we can do all chings; 
of chemſelves they we weak, but of Chriſt ſtrong and 
mighty, and thus it is among us at this day, we are not a- 
ſhamed of it, even ſometimes we are ſtreng aud mighty by Gbriſt, 
and ſometimes of our ſelues mean and weeks. 

2. As for our leut meetings which J. V. hath charged 
to be the dire} pradbicę of ſuch as haut familiar Spirits, We lay 
that ahis is a contradiion to his laſt ſaying, who charged 

ith ſpeaking too much in our meetings, and now char- 
ges us with too much ſilence, this is direſt contradiction, 
and therefore hoy. ſhall we: eſcape the judgement of his 
anderous reproachful wngued who accuſes w for ſpeaking, 
ſometimes to much, and ſometimes too liccle.; and alla, 
doth aſſext that when; we (peak... we do it by a familiar and 
evil Spirit, and when we are. ileng chat is by. feviilier and 
epil Spirit tao Oh thou Eurem God haw {hall we. eſnape, 
thy cruel genſure appears whether we ſpeak or he Glance: 


in our meetings it is no plea@n to thee, for thou dt 
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ad fim waithig who the Tard. 
the Spirit of which Chrift ſpeaks, who aids obu came 
ther eating nor drinking, and eg 1 4. fs 4 Devil, 
ard Chrit came eating and i hd aid be 4 whit 
titber, and che fame Spirit i is. Cite his Fellows of, who 
ſay its by an evit and familiar Sj pirit that we 1 — and 
us by an evil and familiar Spice that we are 
2. Our meetings are according to the mind 5f God and 

example of Gods people in fornitr dyes, anckthey are for 
the end to wait upon God and worſhiß him, and we Have J 
the evident Teſtimony of the Spirit of God'in our own 
Conſciences many thouſands of us, that the Lord God hath 
been preſent with us in his heavenly vertue, and powers 
and comfort, and Soul- refreſnments in l our e 
and that many a eime have we found the Lord when 
have been met together to waie upon him, Wea to the fa- f 
tisfaction of our immortal ſouls, who hath revealed his good- 
neſſe and his ſaving health rmco us even in our meetings, 
and this the Spirit of God witneſſes co ts, bleſſed be his « 
name, notwithſtanding: wharfoever 7. N Ar ahi) 10- 
derous tongues can oppoſe in this c Try and we have large 
example in the Seriptures char the pedple of God met to- 
gether in the ſame way and manner as we do now, in pri- 
vate houſes, and ſometimes in the fields, and ſat ſometimes 
long in fulenee, as Ezck, 3. The Children' of the e they 
ſet togtther, and Exekiel was Aſtoniſpead het, there ſeven dogs, 
and at the end of ſeven dayes, and for 128 he Wor 
of the Lord came to him; and would nt 7. N. have looke 

upon this filence to have been — an. nelean fpiric? and 
Fob that ſervant of God fet i ods Te 's ene 
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by, way, of Exhortation to the People 
on, Prayer.co God, few. meetings L believe wherein the Lord 
doch got te up the ee ſome'or other: co mention. 
his : Namez Io chat we woulg be underſtood in this, we plead 
not fox. lilence,jn Ane to all ſpeaking, nor can we 
plead that of nece fy ſome muſt ſpeak, or elſe God can- 
not be worſhipped, though there is no ſueh thing amongſt 
us as brein-ftudy or knowledge before-band that we ſhall 
ſpeak, or whac ye (hall fay, like the Diviners of this age, 
who makes up their matter before : hand, and ſhapes it, what 
and how to lay it before they come among the People to 


| noermng. meeting together," 
thing gien. of og 


. whom they muſt ſay it, like Artiſts and Tradeſmen, this kind 


of way we reje& as unproficable ro God-wards; yet if any 

have a particular meſſage aſcribed to them of God to a_ 
particular People or Perſon, which if any have, let them 
retain what God puts into their hearts and be faithful to 

ſpeak it; \ 4 the general way in which God leads us is this, 
1. We do know it is our duty by che perſwaſions of the ſpi- 


" rit. of Fe e own Conſciences, and partly by the ex- 


amples of, Saints deglared in ſeriptures, to meet together 
at a convenierit tiwe and place, and ſo oft as the wiſdom 
of God ſhall order for us, which dwells with us. 2. Being 
come together we axe turned to the Lord in our minds, to 


feel our peace: and. joy, and comfort, and how our con- 


ditions are to God-wards in our un particulars... And 3. 
if any _arhongſt us receive any thing from the Lord toſpeax 
of har? is work is in them, and what he has done far 


if f nothing OE be re 
an's meeting to declare tone 
I nd comfot eng}. Teacher is 

90g piritisc agointing of: od that 
oy. which every one is fed aud: refreſhed in 
ide preſence of the Lord; and this is the 


manner 
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manner and end and practice of and in our mo, and 
that its the practice of familiar Spirits to ſit in filence, aud for the 
communicating of an unclean Spirit, and that none of the people of 
God ever did thus, and that ſuch a praflice is not in the examp!e of 
Scriptures, and that we are gone aſide = Satan, and publiſhes 
his Doctrine, and communicates his unclean Spirit; theſe are fix 
abominable ungodly lyes uttered by 7. W. in about 2 pages of 
paper, and therefore I cannot but exhort thee to Repent- 
ance, if thou haſt not ſinned the ſin unto damnation, that 
thou may find mercy if it be not too late; and thus much 
about our meetings, which are forthe worſhip of God, which 
could not but vindicate in oppolition to thy falſe aſſerti- 
ons ahout the fame; and whether 7. V. and his fellows be 
not themſelves guided by an unclean Spirit in flandering 
the Innocent, let the God of Heaven and Earth judge, and 
Saints and Angels teſtifie. 
* Concerning Back ſliders, and J. W. bis ſtories. 

4. As for the ſtories which he tells of, of one that did 
confeſſe that a Spirit made him roar, and of another whom he ſaith 
is as 4 brand pluckt out of the fire, that a Spirit made him quake 
and tremble, and another who ſaid that the Spirit ſpoke with 4 
vocal voice in ber, and of anther who thought himſelf perfect, and 
the Devil wrought ſuck ſtrange things upon him, as in page 170, 
171, Theſe 1 look upon to be meerly vain ſtories, ſeeing he 
hath neither named the Perſons, nor the places, nor the time 
in which theſe things ſhould have been, and therefore I con- 
clude them onely vain ſtories and not worth anſwering, nor 
ſpending much time about; for what manner of evil hath 
not been ſaid of us within theſe ten years, the words of 
Chriſt have been plainly fulfilled upon us, who ſaid, they 
Wall ſay all manner of evil falſiy of you for my Nmes ſite, and 
among all manner of evil falfly ſpoken we reckon theſe 
ſtories of J. Nez but as for ſuch as he ſayes are as brands 
pluckt out of the fire, I perceive' he means ſuch who ſpme- 
times have been amongſt us and profeſſed and confeſſed to 
our DbErines and waies, and yet afterwards have turned 
from ns, we do confeſſe ſuch there may be, even ſuch who 
may have'taſted-ſometbing of the Power of the Lord and 
of Lis goodneſſe to their ſouls, _ have cryed out and trem- 
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Concerning Bar fiArr aud J. W. bis fer. 

Hed 2 7 their iniquities, yea, aud haue been called out from 
their Kindred, as he ſpeaks, and yet ſome ſuch. have turned 
alide again to vanity. and then have been ready to make 
Lyes, and frame falſe reports, and to tell them for their 
own advantage, to excuſe their own revoltings, thinking to 
deſame us as {o bad and ſo evil, that with a more credit to 
themſelves they may turn from us, and ſome ſuch like per- 
ſons hath been F. Vs informers, if he hath not invented 
che lyes himſelf; And though there be ſuch revolters and 
falſe-hearted Hypocrites in the world, yet the way of the 
Lord and his Truth is alike precious unto us, immutable 
and unchangeable, though Back-fliders walks not in the 
way thereof, but ſeeks to aſperſe it when they turn aſide 
from it; but let ſuch perſons be marked, ſome ſuch we do 
know, and they were wicked and prophane before they 
came among us, and coming among us, poſſibly were con- 
vinced of their fins, and touched with judgement. and ſor- 
row for ſin; but now bring turned from us again, they are 
more pxophane then ever, and the Devil is entred again 
with the unclean Spirits worſe then before, and their latter 
end is worſe then their beginning, as the Scriptures ſays of 
ſuch, and ſome ſuch as theſe are J. V. his converts, and his 
brands pluckt aut . the fire, and ſuch to tell ſtories and he to 
publiſh them are ſuitable correſpondents, but Fruth is over 
them both, and the way of the Lord is pretiqus and pro- 
ſperous, notwithſtanding all the malicious oppoſitions that 
is in the hearts of his Enemies, whole be arg is ſuch, 
chat they call Truth Ertour, and Errour Truth, and calls 
that the work of the Devil which is of God; and that che 
work of God which is of the Devil, and the ſaying is true 
upon chem, 4 fooliſh People that bave eyes aud. ſee not, bearts 

and underftand not. CR TOY, | 
And whereas. F. V. hath been oppofing the: Light vitbin, 
and both che Preachers and followers of it, thereby proving 
- hunſelf to be neither Preacher of che Light nor. follgyer of 
it, and therefore neither Miniſter of Chriſt nor indeed a 
| Chriftian; for whoſoever doth not preach the Light and 
word of God wichin, is no Miniſter of Chriſt, nor in the 
example of his Apoſilcs,-as is manifeſt an large in this Book; 


and 


— 
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and whoſoever doth not / folloꝶ tbe Light of: Chrift within, 
and walk by the Spirit of God which is 2 Light in the beart, 
is not in the new Covenant, nor a member of the Church 
of Chriſt, and ſuch a one 7 V is dire &iy concluded to be 
from his own words, who hach oppoſed ſuch as preach and 
follow che Light within, as if all ſuch were in deluſion; and 
he hath denyed that the Light within is ſufficient to lead 
to repentance from fin, and pardon of fin,” and-tocomfort 
in God for the foul ; But he hath found out one that doch 
all this, that ſhews fin, and that judges for fin, and that 
leads to mourn and grieve for ſin, and takes ſin away, and 
blots it out, (to wit / the Devil, as he ſaith (if you will be- 
lieve him) pray you do but obſerve his ſtory, page 69. & 
I;c. He cells you there. a large tory (but he names neither 
the Perſon, nor the place, nor time where and when it was, 
which we demand of him in his next) of one that preached 
the Light within, as he ſayes, that the Devil did ſo and fo 
with him, and that the Devil ſet all bis ſins that ever be had 
done in all bis Life before bim, as if they bad been written in ca- 
pital Letters, then the Deuil laid them all to bis charge and did 
judge bim for them, and that the Devil made him to mourn, and 
gr.eve, and weep, and made the tears come from his eyes for bis 
fins; this done, as 7. V. relateg, then the Devil took, all bis fins 
from bim, and ſait, Thave blotted out all thy Tranſgreſſions, and 
the Devil let him looſe from. dll bis bouds, and then the Devil 
commanded: bim to tell what God bad done for hi: ſoul, &c. Now 
let any ſober man judge, that harh ever read the Scriptures 
whether this be a likely ſtory, for the Scriptures ſay that it 

15-God that ſets mans fin in order before him, and lit is God 

thit judges men for fin by his Spirit of Judgement, and it 

is he that cauſes men to mourn and grieve for ſin, and it is 

he that takes away their ſins and blots them out by che 

bloud of Chriſt, and that looſeth man from his iniquities 

and brings them to declare what he hath done for their 

ſouls; and irs our Faith that it is God through his own Son 

thatworks all rhis, and not the.Devil, and the Scriptures 

ſay the (ame, Pſal. 30. Iſa. 3. 3. Dan. 9. 24. 2. 5. 27. Jobn 
1.5. But F.-W. his ſtory is contrary, for he relates that its 

the Devil that doth all this, and by this you may judge of this 
; l „ 3 


35 


ſtory and the Truth of it, and alſo do but obſerverhe tem- 


per of J. V. his Spirit, and you ſhall ſee through his / Book | 


he oppoteth the Light of Chriſt and the anointing within, 
as if they were nor ſufficient for the effecting theſe things, 
but he hath found. you one that can do theſe things, and 
who · think you but the Devil, and that can diſcover fir 
aud condemn for it, and lead People to Repentauce, and take 
away und blot out Tranſgreſſion, &c. He hath brought you 2 
. tory for the proof of it which we believe he credits to be 
true, elſe he would not have brought. ic for the proof of 
his matter, as he hath very.pertinently done as he ſuppo- 
ſes; and further.as his ſtory goes, this Perſon that che 
Devil dealc thus by when' he would have preached the 
Light within, the Devil. cauſed his mouth to ſhut , that he 
ſhould not preach it, &c. From which it follows, chat che 
Devil and J. K. are both of ane mind, for 7. V. oppoſeth 
the Lighe within as the Devil does, from which we have 
the more occaſion to. ftand faichfully in preaching the 
Light within, ſeeing both the Devil and F. V. do oppoſe 
it, though afterwards his ſtory relates that the Devil made 
him preach what God had done for his Soul; and if this 
be a likely ſtory, let wiſe men judge; Oh the Ignorance and 


Impudency that is fully maniteſt in 7. V. that, hath given 


his Faith to believe that the Devil convinces men of fin, 
and judges them for it, and takes away their fin. Thus 
much in Anſwer to his tory till his next return, that we 
may know by him the Perſon and che place, in whom and 
where theſe pranks of the Devil were acted, as 7. V. ſaith; 
and in the mean time it reſts upon him, that he hath be- 
lieved and reported better of the Devil then of the Light 
of Chriſt Jeſus and his Spirit in men, but it ſeems an un- 
like ftory, for the Devil will not deſtroy his own Kingdom. 


CHAP. 


Concerning Humility and Unity, &. 


— 


— 


„„ HAP. IX. 
Concerning, Humility and Unity , and the Infa!liable teſtimony, 


7 Ow I come to his fourth Chapter, the ſum whereof is, 
chat our proofs as he calls thim, doth not juſt iſie our way 

aud practice, which be ſaith are in number five; Firſt, Our Hu- 
mility, Secondly, Our Unity, Thirdly, Our Deſtroying the 
Whore, Fourthly, Our diſcovering all Secrets, Fifthly, Our 
ſufferings. In theſe pretended proofs, ſaith J. W. like Goliah in his 
Armcur in which we rejoyce, bit he ſaith, He ſhall be enabled to 
take this Armour from us, and deſtroy us with our own Sword 
wherein we truſt, i | ; | 
Anſwer, To which I Anſwer, Firft, Generally that I. V. 
hath here miſtaken the matter, and ſtated the caſe for him- 
ſelfin ſuch a form as his weak wit may eaſily anſwer it, and 
ſo hat h as it were made a man of ſtraw to fight with it; for 
he is miſtaken, we do not truſt in our own ſtrength, nor in 
theſe outward ſigus and tokens which he hath here laid 
down; for thus more fully Ianſwer; we are the people of 
God, of his choſen and elected Seed, and our proof, that we 
are ſuch is the infalliable Spirit of God in us, that he has 
given us that bears infallible witneſs and evidence in us 
and to us that we are ſuch; and this is the witneſs, even tlie 
holy Spirit of the Father in which we truſt; and chis wit- 
neſs is ſufficient to us to prove us to be the people of God, 
and it is the only evidence in which we truſtʒ ſo « 24 he hath 
miſtaken the matter, in ſa ing we truſt in our Humility, II- 
nity & Sufferings,thus he hath imagined of us, and then goes 
about to overthrow his own imagination:; an excellent 
warriour indeed, that can raiſe falſe obje&ions to himſelf, 
and then confute them, and think he hath confuted us;bur - 
Itell him again, he hath erred in his proceeding, for we 
do not truft'to any proof as infallible, ſaving the proof and 
teſtimony of the Spirit of God that he hach given us, for by 
ha - 55 


18 Concerning Humility aug Unity, . - 
that ſpirit we know we are of God, and they that are of God 
heareth us, and wg are now the Sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we ſhall be; Thus much by way of gene- 
ral anſwer ; Now we come to Particulars, | 

Firſt, As concerning Humility, F. V doth abſolutely 
geny, we are more humble aud free from pride tben allotbers, either 
in the outward bodily habit, or wore ſecretly in the Heart; for the 
Romifh Fryars ſaith he. who are great Adver{aries to the Truth, 
they excel in Humility, and they will be ſeed rather th-n thee 
for their Humility; an i again a Hermit at Icknam near London, 
he ſaith is ſo, and ſo humble, neglefing.of the Body, &c. Then be 
ſeems to condemn us; for -ſuperfluity, that our Trades, Diet and 
Garmentsare as other mens,and the bair of our heads like womens ,by 
wch be ſaith be ſees we are not more free rom pride then other men; 
and as for pride of Heart, he ſaich, It & perceived by our counte- 
nance and by our Actions, for we neither fear God nor Fe ſus Chriſt, 
we fear not the fudgements of God, but deſpiſes bis Promiſes, thou 
bardens thy ſelf in thy wickedneſs , the boly Commandements and 
Precepts of Teſus Chrift thou contemns they, and calls them ſhells 
without kernels, empty, carnal, lifeleſs, and thus we eſteem the 
Promiſes of Life and Immortality, and rejed the #4159 8 of the Re- 
ſurrection, e. and we do not receive man, he ſaith, for we do 
not acknowledge any Superiour, thou wilt not put off thy Hat nor bom 
thy body to an; man, and neglecteſt Faith and Goſpel Obedience, 
and thy heart is too bigh to ſtoop to anything, whereby it ſhould ma- 
nifeſt Humility of ſpirit, Faith aud Obedience, by which it is ma- 
nifejt, thou. art unt more bumble but more proude then others, page 
175. to 180. 8 ee ee 

Anſwer, Firſt, Here is a whole pack of [yes and falſhoods, 
reproaches and {landers heaped up . reproachfully 
caſt upon us; for we glory not in any thing we are, ſaving 
in the Lord that has made us what we are, we boaſt noc 
in our Humility, but that & hath urg lit it in our hoayts 
in meaſure, and it is in us a fruit of his Spirit, this we dare 
not deny, leaſt we ſhould deny the Work that God hath 
wroughc;and as for the Remiſ F.ryars and Hermites of which 
he (peaks that are fo and ſo ae B, we makettiem no 

of that Ipitit by which they are 


example to us, nor are e of that 


_ 7 CPs 7 > 274% 


compares us together but᷑ veg. ir racdiſ of eigned 1 
| denyal may ſhame you Baptiſts, called, whop ofeſfes your 

ſelves to be the onely Church of Chriſt, - and yet in ayes 
paſt, have been ſo proud and high, that you thought you 
had never places great enough in the Nation, but exalted 
your horn ſo high, that few but ſuch as were of your Fra- 
ternity, u ere counted by you worthꝝ of any place or office, 
ſuch was your pride in thoſe dayes, and arogancy( till it was 
time for the Lord to bring you down) both in Habit and o- 
therwiſe, that the very feigned Fryars by their example 


might ſhame you, who never came ſo far in truth of ſelf · de- 


nyal as Hypocrites have done in feignedneſy; and as for our 
Trading, Diet and Garments, of which J. V. ſpeaks, they 
are according to Godlineſs, and Truth and Righteouſneſs, 


and according to example of the Holy men of God before 


us 3 — — is our hair 5 WR he. ſtumbles as if he e 
fall, and ſayes, we are like Locuſts, hy it, hat comes out of 
che pit, when as there is ade Hg £0 | Exe npte” 


in-Scriptures, ho oft nor of what length any ſhould: cut 


their hair, but rather no eaample at all for cutting it then 
otherwiſe; and wes Sampſon and Cbriſt and Samuel, and ma- 
ny others of the Seryunts of God like Locuſts of the bottoni- 
leſs Pit, that wore. long hair # How haſt thou uujuſt Judge. 
and Hyporrite Judged the Servants of God jacky haſte and 
N by judging of us in the like cafe that they were 
guilty of. 5 7 | ES | 

2. 4 And as for the pride of our hearts with which we are 
ſo deeply charged by J. V. we will rather lie under his falſe 
charge with patience, then give any cccafion of ſuſpition 
that we juſtiſie our ſelves; bat yet I cannot but charge him 
in this place with a foukhigh flander, for we fear God and le- 
ſus, und re ards bis Cammandments and deſpiſes not bis promi 
es, Nor bardemm ver ſelves. inavickedue(s, nor dath not contenen the 
Preberts of EH Chrift, nor the pretions promiſes of Imortality. and 
the Reſurred ion, tbeſe are all abſolute falſhogds, and were no, J. W. 
a perſou altogetber impudent an given up to barduneſs of beart, be 


mould never thus greſiy bave belyed us, and theſe lies muſt be his 


onelyf 


e. 4 
guided in their. feigned practices of Humility, though he 
eilen fei zd (elf 


— — 
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onely proof, for he can give no better teſtimony that we are 
proud in heart; the Lord rebuke his lying tongue; its enough 
here onely to deny his lies, for moſt of che particulars are 
before ſpoken of, to wit, of the: Commandements and 
Promiſes of Chriſt, of the Immortality and the Neſurrecti- 
onz but he goes on in his accuſtomed manner of falſhoods, 
and ſayes,- we acknowledge not any 1 we-wholly 
negled Faith and Goſpel Obedienes; a that our bearts are too bigh 
to Tubmit ts any thing of the Spirit, Faith and Obedience, and that 
we have an eye of ſcorn and diſdain; all which are lies, and thus 
F. V. goes on, like as if he had devoted himſelfto tell a lies, 
and ſtudied to frame falſhood, ſeeing that every page 
which 1 have now under hand carries in it a number of lies, 
but he charges it to he the pride of our hearts, becauſe we 
will not put off our Hatts; This is falſe alſo as much as che 
reſt, for though we cannot put off our Hatts in Honour to 
any mans perſon, nor givethem flattering Titles of honour, 
255 this is not from the pride of our Hearts our God knows, 
ut from another, ground as I conld demonſtrate, were it 
the preſent caſe of controverſie; But being brought by 2 
V. as a proof vf this matter, therefore now paſſe it; ſo 
that his onely proofs , that we are not more bumble, but more 
proud then athers, which is his r aſſfertion, is poorly 
and weakly mannaged wirk Proofs and Arguments of ab- 
ſolute deceics and falſhoods, who hath not one better proof 
from his Pen then a lie to prove his propoſition;z and thus I 
paſſe this particular, commiting him to the reward of God, 
according to his work which muſt come upon him one day; 
and as for the matter of our Hamility, we commit the cauſe 
of that alſo to God, who judgeth more juſtly then vain. - 
man. n n 
Now I come to the ſecond Particular of Unity , and J. 
W. faith, Our Unity be doth abſolntely deny, for Unity. in the 
truth we baue not but in Iniquity; forms idombt bold the Head Chriſt. 
Feſus, and we are not ii Vu bur i confuſion',) wire vt Unie 
fed unto Feſus Chrift by Faith, and intimates tbat wa deny Feſus, 
- Chrift bis Perſoy, and contemn bis Ordinances, and trample, bis 
.*word under their feet, um this dothe Preachers of tha Light with. 


in, 


* 
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ene from another, 
Mine were to be received until be came, by which we underſtand 
unt i! he come in us, and thus the Preachers of the Light within 
are divided in Doctrine, becauſe one ſayes, the Bread and Wine is 
Eternal; another ſaith, it is viſible and Temporal; and one 
Teacher calleth another Dog, and bath diſproved. each other, &c. 
page 183, 1 84, 185. . 553 x 
Anſwer, To all this I anſwer in oppofition to his charge, 
we are in Unity and Fellowſhip with the Lord in Spi- 
rit,and one with another in him, -notwithftanding F. V. 
his ſeeming detection as if it were otherwiſe-,- and his 
charge is high, chat we have not Unity in the Truth, but 
in Iniquity, and his proof for it is like the proof of the 
former affertion (co wit) abſolute lies; for he ſaith, we 
do not hold the head Chriſt Jeſus, nor are United to him 
by Faith, nor have any acceſſe by him, aud that we 
deny him and his Perſon, and contemmn his Perſon,” and 
trample his Word under feet 3 theſe are falſhoods- alto- 
gether, and by this means he proves his point, chat we 
have Unity in Iniquity, an d not in tbe Truth ; tis wickedly 
aftirmed, and as wiekedly oven by one of Satans Mefle! 
gers, who hath fer himſelf to orpofe the Lords Truth aud 
his People, urid that by his Maſters dider, dhiiinthis 
Maſters way, wo was à Lyar from the beginning. 
Thirdly, And new cometo his Charge, That we are 
not in Unity æmong our ſel bs, which he hab proved accord - 
ing to his actuſtumed manner; Fer wh If ſome did 
Cy, though he names none; chat Chriſt broke: Bread 
and drang Wie wich his Diſeiples, Temporal and Vi- 
lible Bread, and: he alſo 3 Bread and drank of the 
| " | Cup 


CE 


ſaith he, For ſome do bold that Bread aud 
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zup with his Diſciples, which was Spiritual and Eter- 
cor Invifible, and theſe may be both afficmed wich- 
out any contradiction, Chriſt did eat of che Bread wich 
his Diſciples , which might be eaten_ ac unbelievers 
Feaſts, and Chriſt did eat of the Bread with his Diſgi- 
ples which uabelievers conld not eat of, both theſe are 
true and hath no ſuch weight of contradiction in them, 
25 J. V. ignorantly ſuppoſes; and what would he ſay of 
the Apoſtle Raul and the Apoſtle Toby, the ane faith, God 
is & conſuming fire, the other ſaich, Ged is Love; and of 
the Prophets, one of whom ſaid, Gad is angry every day, 
and anotherfaid, there is no anger in God, would not 7. V. 
had he lived in their dayes, have ſaid, che Prophete aud 
Apoſtles were divided U themſelves ; and as for ſome 
calling another Deg, and diſowning one another, and yet 
are all Preachers of the Light within, though he menti- 
ons neither, the time, place, nor perſons „ and therg- 
Fore becauſe in other caſes he ſpeaks ſo falfly, of which 1 
wellknow, therefore 1 may have jeaJoufir, - this is falſe 
alſa t But however, ſuppoſe a deceitful perſon that never 
-knew- the work of Regeneration ſhould ſpeak of, ye 
-Preach of che Light within, may not he be called a Dog, 
-anddifowned, and yet no divifion among us? for ſuch 
are not bf us, but contrery to us, and we are onely di- 
rided from them, and not among our felves ; and had 
J. W. lived in che Apoſtles deyes, hat would he have 
leich when ſome of che Apaſiles withſtood others in ſome 
Controverſies, would not he have (aid ye are diſſemblers, 
-ethese not Unicy 8 but are in confu- 
anz auf ſo ant fo; and ello when ſome deceivers got 
pant Dreached Chriſt and the Goſpel, i pretended)y for 
filthy duere, and for covetouſneſs, and had che form of 
. god and were ſometimes converſant in the Church- 
e, Du. the Apoſiles crfed pgainſt chem and difowned 
' themy | though: they were, among che Churches, and 
_ | Prevched the” Apples words 5 but wene the Apoftles 


therefore divide, and deceivers, and in confuſion, be- 
. - cauſe of ſome fuchamongt chem? Thou ignorant man, - 
| | 4 my ys te 


th) ior nay.” io ele are We, dls H tees wap 
ger ah mores of Trurh from oi on fuck ors 
not of us, but we are divided from them, thongh : 


ous ſelverin the Body of Chrilt of which we are_ ade 
be SE Aw 


ye have Unit, Peace and Fellowſhip with the 
Lend, n. one with another. "9 7 „ 8 
CHAP. X. 


ſufferings, & c. 


Nos l come to the third Particular about defiroying 
the Whore, which J. W. ſaich he denyes me du, bit 

Reaſon is ibis, becauſe. we were not inſtrumental in Baniſhi 
the Popes Nuutio's, Legates aud Iefnites, nor heve we ſtept the 
Popes Pardons nor Indulgencies by our Preaching ; and le fayes, 
a did we cauſe Croft and Grucifix to be pulled down, and 
when was Bell, Book and Candle, Monafteries and Popiſh Hie- 
rarchy demoliſhed by ws ; then be ſpeaks of our ranuing up and 
down and 3 Miners of the Nation, aud give 
ing them reviling language ,- 4nd-yhat we do in vung the 
Wbope, as if we would tn people cut of aue wey of wickedneſs 
into another as bad or warſe, and we delude the Whore more then 
any others, we bid ber Repent, but withal, teacbes ber tx reject 
tbe Word of God, and to rejeũ Chriſt and diſobey the Goſpel, &c. 
pages 4 85, 87, * N i : | | ; 
Anſwer. Toall this I Anſwer, The Whore is the falſe 
Church, not onely the falſe Church of Rowe, as J. W. 
ſeems onely. to intimate, but the Whore is all that hat h 
the name of Church, whether they be National or Con- 
gregated Churches ( ſo called, do not witneſs, nor can 
prove that they: ate lawfully, married 4 Qhriſt, ſurh 
whomſoever are the Whore, and againſt this Whore we are 
| i ſent 


Concerning deſtroying the Whore , diſcovering Secrets, and 
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ſame Reaſons J. W. and his Fellow 3 roved to 
be no deſtroyers of the Harlot; the falſe Church; but as 
bad asſhegand upholdertof herr. | 
. .. Secondly; But is this the way to deſtroy the Whore by 
Baniſhing,. killing and deſtroying the perſons of tbe Papiſts, and 
by laying violent hands on their Croſſes and 'Monafteries ? &c. I 
ſay-no, for the deſtruction of the Whore" muſt be by 
converting and turning people from her by found Po- 
ctrine, and by drawing peop e hy True Eove from errour 
and falſhood to Truth and Righteouſneſs, and not by 
killing and baniſhing, and doing violence to perſons for 
their errours fake; but ĩt is manifeſt that the Baptiſt: would 
deſtroy the Whore, the Church of Rome,; and all that, 
differs from them in point of Religion on'this-wiſe, by 
killing =nd-bantſhing-ferſons, and this is clearly mani- 


feſt by his own words, that they pretend to deſtroy the 
Whore by killing and baniſhing perſons, which is a Spirit 
of eruelty which lodges in cheit hearts againſt the perſons. 
of people that differs from chem, and it is the ſame ſpi- 


| 


Diſcovering vering Secrets, and ſufferings, Kc. | 
ric'that is in che Whore of Rome, that would bring 


forth the ſame-preQice. if it had ag Sick force ;, 5170 


let me tell chemi; this is, PRE: ch way we 
a reby thay craqb I de 7 
and cenel.) cb Sl 

of the Marty ts . rophets:: 
3. And whereay J. V. charges u. with, running ring 


1d 
domi and N tbe Minſters of- the. Nos ng Her: bo { 


it is 'manifeſt; chat. he cakes 17 5 Nied che falſe, 


in o tion to us, and hath: jo ſelf to, "Be wif 
— charged "us with dele ang Ar Wee — 


then any others do; and if we turn any from the Na- 


tional way of Worſhip, and from the Papiſts, Le if 
any turm from open prophaneneſſę to joy 55 us in 
che wayt of the 1 ie TH. N, hath: "opened 1998 0 to be, 
in a worſe way wf wick ſaglſe, and. co. he ecei- 
ved in That 12 AER chay: were arte 1100 laters, 
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ſelf,; as though. Preaching, R 
ding of che Wor 4 of, 
is ignorance: 1 impuc 


Gy, in. „V. to.afficm,, who 
alſo doth ſigniſie that ſuchꝭ as turns from gonimon Ido- 
latry and open. prophanenelle to qut way, are in BE yorſe. 
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nfefle that we 


people under cruel- per- 


nor do we lock upon 

Gad, hecauſe we ſuffer, but We know we are. the 

ple of God and therefore me ſuffer engl hore 3 8 

.Chrifts words-fulflled upan us, who mid, as tbey have 

done unte me ſo ail they do mio you, and they le 
\ - . , 7 | 4 ? 


a 5 oy ä "0 COPE a” F>f 126 the Ws * . i „ 9 , 
all manner of: evil. on you for. my Names ſake, and he that 
. ſuffers: as 2 Chriſtian, it is a Teſtimony co him that he 
is of God,; and that his: Perſecutors are of the D:vil. 
2. As for the Komiſh Prieſts who have deeply ſuffered, 
though I will not ſay for Truth and Righteonſneſs 
ſake, yet their ſufferi 8. are a ſhame co your Gene- 
ration, ho cannor ſuffer for that which you call the 
Truth, as they do for that which you call falſnood, 
and do nos they here ſhame you, who can faffer death 
for their Religion :bur yd Baptits. chat was lately 
tryed by Impriſon ment, though at firſt many of you 
refuſed to ſwear 8s out of point of Conſcience, yet 
afterwards the generall part of you did deny your 
own Principles; and did ſwear contrary to the com- 
mand of Chriſt, and to what once yout᷑ ſelves profeſ- 
ſed, and for which you were impriſoned, and thus pou 
proved deceitful Perſons, and Hypoerites, and ſuch as 
would neither keep Confcience e God nor Faith to 
men; and 7. VV. himſelf came feebly off in chis point 
as ſome well kuowes, and ſo indeed he had geed to 
lead that ſuffering is no good ſignz ſeeing he and his 
rethren could not ſuffer, no mot ſo muek as tlie Ro- 
iſh Priefts, to their ſhame be it told, who were many 
of you in great confuſſon about that N of 
Swearing, ſome of yon holding aguinſt ir; one Toms 
writing ſor it, and ſuffering: while: for refuſing, and 
at laſt: did ſwear, and ſo made your ſelves a ſcbrnꝭ to 
your Enemies, and proved ydut᷑ ſelves to be in con- 
fuſion , and treacherous to your own Principles and 
Conſciences. 5 8 oy :4 a 7 qo) 5 52 R9 $11) OE 
3. In that by chargeth: that we ſuffer many times 
as evil doers, and not for” the: ſuke of Chriſt land 
Truth, we charge him to prove xhis in his next, or 
elſe filence ſhall be taken that he acknowledgeth him- 
ſelf to be a Lyar aud Slandererzꝭ und us for: our: wiit- - 

ing. au opportunity to mανE,xꝗͥ chers leo: ſuffer, chi is 
- onely -his:envious furmiſe;/and for me threatifling o- 
'thers;. as he faith, and cutſing them; having no better 
Ds * | weapons, 


_ 


weapons 3 this: I aceonnr like the reſt of his ſtories, not 
worth. anſwering; though cis poſſible. J. VV. judgeth of 
us by himſelf, as if we wanted. Power to execute what 
our wills could do; this I verily;beheve is the ſtate of 
him and his Brethren, for we haveogower enough ac- 
cording to the will of God, and om of his will de- 
ſires no more Power, though 7. W. wickedly ſuggeſts 
as if we would be cruel like. himſelf, but this is but 
his imsgingtions,: and not worth heeding, for Gag hath 
made us long-ſyffering and patient towards all men, 


CHAP. XI. 


Concerning the word of God and the- Scriptures, and the word 
and writings truly diſtinguiſhed. 
N Ow I paſſe over to his ffth- Chapter; as finding lit- 
. V tle to oppoſe. between the 192. page and the 205. 
_ excepting half a ſcore: of Lyes which I leave till F. V. 
and I meet, which I hope may be in « good ſeaſon ; 
and his fifth Chapter contains, Concerning tbe Scrip- 
tures and tbe word of Gad, and he charges ws that we deny 
the Dodrine of the . Scriptures of the ol and New Teſta-- 
ment to be the word of God, and uſes reproachful lauguage 
concerning it, and ſpeaks of cue laying the Bible upon the 
ground and ſetting his feet pou it, aud we delight to abuſe 
the Scriptnyes, and are filed with 'roge op ainſt the Word of 
God, and that we ſoœam out diſdain againſt the Scriptures , 
and then takes in band to prove the Scriptures to be the VVord 
of G:4, &c. page 256. n 8 
Anſw. 1. Here is a grievous charge laid down and 
managrd.in manner as aforefaid; for itis utterly falſe 
that we uſe any repreactiful- language coricerning the 
holy. Scriptures, neither ever- have' Ii knawn any of us 
by 1. ever 


' | 5 Converiing the wird of God and the Scriptirer. 
ever ſer his feet upbn the Bible in contempt and e- 
buſe of the Scriptures, # he [aith, though it is very 
true there was One Ricberd Stegs in the North of Ex- 
glaud that was tfiem an Anabaptit, (ſo called) and ſo 
yet for ought F know, that did in conteinpt and ſcorn 
cread upon the Bible in the preſence of many witneſ- 
fes, ſo iv may be 7. V. miſtakes one of his own friends 
and thinks he is one of ours, for it is not delightful 
in us to abuſe the Scriptures,” nor are we filled with 
rage aguinſt the Word of God, nor do we foam out 
_ againſt the Scriprures, theſe things are utterly 
falſe. „ | | | 
2. This Teſtimony we have often given concerning 
the Scriptures, and here again I give it upon this oc- 
cafion ; The Scriptures are writings in which are con- 
tained many words of God, and may be properly cal- 
led the words of God declared by writing, and as they 
were given forth by the Spirit of God, and no whit 
altered in Tranſlation , they are à perfect Teſtimony 
of God, and his works, of Chriſt, and his Salvation, 
and of the Experiences and Teſtimonies of the Ser- 
vants and holy men of God, and allo in the Scrip- 
ture is contsined many words of the Devil, and the 
ords of wicked men, ſo that the Scriprures are a true 
eftimony: 4 as they were firſt given forth) of all theſe 
things, and. we helieve that the Scriptures were ſpo- 
ken forth by the holy Spirit, as the holy men of God 
were moved thereunto, and whatſoever is written ought 
to be believed aud received for Truth, and a true re- 
lation given by the. Spirit of God; but the Scriptures 
cannot properly. ꝓe called tha Word of God, for they 
are words and writings, and admits of alteration and 
change, aud therefore cannot properly be called the 
word of God, but onely a Declaration of the Word, 
and of that Truth which lives and abides for ever, 
and which muſt be believed and pradtiferl for Salva - 
tion; and 12 criptures do ſay chat the Word of God 
was in the beginning, bat the Scriptures began but * 


c 


. exdrhs Word and Writings truly diftinguiſhed. 39 
be. written by Moſes, which was many handred of years 
ſince the beginning, and therefore the Scnptures can- 
not. be the word of God which was in the beginning; 
Again. the Scriptures do ſay that the Word of God 
made the world, and lives, and abides for ever; but 
the Bible, the Scriptures did not make the World, nor 
can abide for ever, but will paſſe away as we ſee daily 
\Bocks wears away, though the Truth therein declared 
of ſhall abide for ever, and therefore the Scriptures 
are not the Word of God which muſt endure for e- 
verz and thus we do diſtinguiſn, and we would have 
all to do ſo, between the Book (the writings) which 
are moſt properly called Scripture , and that Truth, 
Salvation, Word of Life, and the things declared of 
in Scriptures, the one endures for ever, che other nor, 
the one is the Word of God, the other 4 Teſtimony 
of itz and thus we diſtinguiſh, and yet not denying - 
the Truth and Life, and Salvation and Redemption, 
nor the Chriſt which the Scriptures ſpeaks of, but fully 
acknowledging that they are infinite and eveslaſting, 
and the. Scripture declare of theſe things but are not 
the things. themſel ves; neither do we deny to aſcribe 
all lawful Dig and Title and Reverence to the 
Scriptures, but yet we cannot account them what they 
are not, nor give that honour to them which God 
gives not, nor Whita he appointed them to receive, 
though further we do acknowledge there is no other 
Goſpel,” nor way of Life and Salvation, nor no other 
Chriſt for Redemption and Eternal Life, nor no other 


Truth for ſubſtance but what is declered of in the 


Bible, which we do account as I have ſaid as it was 
given forth by che Spirit of God, to be a true Teſti- 
mony of all rheſe chings; this and ſuch like Teftimo- 
nies we have often given concerning the Scriptures , 
vet ſtill acknowledged Chriſt Jeſus to be the word of 
Ejernal Life, he and no other, and yet this confeſſion 
we. make, not contrary unto. or to oppoſe, but accor- 
ding unto the Scriptures , nd our Teſtimonie con- 

L 2 cerning 


o — Concerning the word ef God and the Scriptures. 
.cerning the Scriptures is ſo well known both by word 
and writing- for theſe-many-years, that I need not 
here ſay much more in his caſe, onely chat che Scri 
tures all along calls Chriſt the Word of God, and no 
where that I knom of in the Scriptures doth it call it 
ſelf the Word of God, but « Declaration and 4 Treatiſe, 
Liilę 1. 4d, 1. 3 ESA . g 
Aud whereas 7. N faiths Is not the Truth ex eſt in 
the, Scriptures eternal and incorriptible? and what leſſe then 
an Almighty band hath preſerved that Book ? and this i- 
we ceitful DoGrize to teach all men to bearken to the 
Light within them, thereby ty turn away their minds from 
tbe Scriptures 3 And he mentions that Scripture the words 
of the Lord, and every word of Gad are pure, aud the entrance 
of thy word gives Light, and my words fhal! not paſſe away, 
and whoſoever ſhall be. aſpamed of my words, &c. page 
208, KC. ; ; C SI 6 h 

. Anſw. To all this I anſwer, why is F. V. fo blind 
as to bring this in oppoſition to us, as if he confured 
us in ſomething we held contrary to this, when as it 
is nothing ſo, for. we ſay the ſame as theſe Scriptures 
ceſtifie, that the Truth expreſſed in the Scriptures is eternal 
and incorruptible,, yet the writings mah are properly 
Scriptures will corrupt and change [and alter, and we 
do know the hand of God hath been in preierving of 
that Beck ro this day, and eur genefit by the Serip- 
tures are not the leaſt of others, as I might inſtance in 
divers particulars, and we confeſſe fully ro. the Truth 
of all thele Scriptures cited by him, and there is not 
any one of them oppoſite to us in any thing that we 
bold; but why .doth he ſecretly: here weave in his ſlan- 
der, as if we did direc People io the Light witbin them, 
thereby to turn their minds from the Dodriue o/ the Scrip- 
tures; which is utterly falſe, for we direct People to 
the Light of the Spirit ſof God within' them, not con- 
traxy co, or to male void the Seriptures to them, but 
according to the Scriptures, and tbat they may come 

to the fulfilling of them, and witneſſe the Truth wWrought- 
Mn 22 8 f in 
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and the word and writings truly diſtinguiſbed. 61 
in them whereof they ſpeak, and therefore his ſecret 
ſlander is turned out of dõors; and ſurther he falls out 
in high tearms , that God will-puniſh ſuch ſeverely as de 
ſpeak, agatuſt. the Scriptures, and do diſdain and reproach 
them,. and that do add to ir take from them, and ageinſt ſuch 
as do vent their rage againſt the Scriptures, and tread them under 
their feet , as the Adverſaries of Chriſt, the Preachers up of 
the Light within do, ſaith he, who are Blaſphemers of God and 
bis Truth, when they caſt the Scriptures on the ground, and call 
the Scriptures lifeleſs, &c. page 212. 

Anſwer, Theſe Threatnings and Judgements do not 
belong to us, as nat being guilty of his charge,. ſo let 
the jadgement be to himſelf,” for we are not guilcy, but 
he guilty of wickedneſs in charging us ſo falfly, likeas if 
he had given up himſelf to rail and accuſe the innocent; 
for be it known to 7. V. we eſteem as well and truly of 
the ScriptureSas he doth ; And thus I count it a ſufficient 
anſwer to deny his falſe Charges, and to turn back his 
own ſentence to him aggin, God will puniſh hini ſeverely 
for his wickedneſs, ' = ET 


. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Concerning the Infallible Teacher , and that it i the Spirit of 
God, and not the Scriptures, 1 : 


Na ſhall proceed to 7. V. his. Proofs , That the 
Scriptures are an Infallible Teacher of the Dodtrine of . 
Salvation, &cc. A CE T 
To which J Anſwer, this is a falſe aſſertion; for firſt 
the Scriptures as he hath confeſſed, are ſubject to change 
and alteration, and that which, is ſo is not infallihle, for 
that onely is infallible which admits of no change nor al- 
teration; but ſuch are not the Scriptures (the writ. 
ings) and therefore not infallible, though it is alwayes 
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God would inflift upon ſinners : 
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- Secondly, And the Scriptures do moſt ſeverely forbid all 
_ wickedneſs which wp tobe 2 * 
Thirdly, And tbe Scriptures declare of the Promiſe of Peace 
and HaPpineſs which ought tobe imbraced. 
Fourthly, Ard the „ the puniſhment which 
7 ole are four of his Reaſons 
| page 


21 


that it is the Spirit of God and not the Scriptures, 63 

e116. by whith he would prove the Scriptures to be 

be afallible Teacher of Salvation. EN 48 
Anſwer, Though it be true that the Scriptures do de- 
clare of every work of Righteouſneſs which ought to be 
done, and 6f works of unrighteonſneſs which oũght not 
to be done, and of the Promiſes of God which ought 
to be embraced; yet it is the ſpirit of God that teaches 
men to perform and obſerve that Righteouſneſs which 
ought to be done, andto deny that wickedneſs which 
ought not to be done, and to receive the Promiſes of God; 
though 1 ſoy, the Scriptures declares of theſe things, 
yetitis the <p of God that gave forth the Scriptures 
that teacheth and leadeth into theſe things that the 
Scriptures ſpeak of; and it is that ſpirit that is the in- 
| Fallible Teacher, and the Scriptures are onely a 
declaration of. the things which the ſpirit. is infal- 
libly to teach; and as for thy fourth Reaſon, though 
generally the puniſhment of finners is declared in Scrip- 
tures, yet it were an eaſie thing to mention particular 
puniſhments for particular people upon particular occa- 
lions, which the Scriptures do not make mention of; 
for I am of that mind, that ſome of his Fraternity are at 
this day under a puniſhment for their fin which the Scrip- 
ture makes no particular mention of, and if he ſcruple it 
in his next return, J. V. ſhall have particular inſfance 
in our next reply; ſo that this reaſon is partly true and 
partly falſe, alſo Deut. 28. 61. tis fignified that there are 
Plagues and puniſhments for ſinners which are not men- 
tioned in the Book of the Law.; and as for thy 5, 6, 7, 
and 8, Reaſons to prove the Scriptures are an infallible 
Teacher, all of them are much like che former, and the 
ſame anſwer in kind may be ſaid, as thus, we * 

Ly 

of 


the Scriptures declares ſuſſicientiy for Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
and againſt deceit and unrighteonſueſs, and of the Pror:iſes 
God, and threatnings for 1 gcc. Tet ſtill this proves not 
the Scriptures in chemſelves infallable to teach infallibly, 
but as I have faid, it is onely the Spirit of God that is the 
infallable Teacher, into all that Truth which the Scrip- 
. . tures 


tuxes declares of, and by the ſp 
to be the Sons of God, and to do his Will, and not by 
the Scriptures; and thus we give the Spirit of God its 
2 N and priviledge, and the Scriptures alſo what 
belongs to them, but we dare not give that dignity to 
the Scriptures which belongs to the Spirit of God, 
thereby abridging the Spirit of God of what belongs co 


it, and ſetting up the ſcriptures in oppoſition co it, as 


F. V. hath clearly done for want of knowledge and un- 
derftanding in the Myſteries of God: Again he faich, 
The Scriptures are very far in Autbority and clearneſs before 
any ſpirit or light in any mortal man in the world, page 218. 
Whereby he hath clearly given more dignity and autho- 
rity to the Scriptures, then he hath co the Spiric of God, 
and ſohath ſet up the above the Spirit, which 

is dire& errour, if not Bl Hpbemys that he ſhould ſay, 
any thing is far greater in Authority and clearneſs, then the 
Spirit of God which dwells in mortal man, even in his 
Faints; and thus the reſult of 7 V. his Reaſons and 
Arguments about Scriptures, is a clear denyal of the 
Spirit of God, and ſett ing the Scriptures above it; fur: 


thermore he ſaith, VV barſever doth make manifeſt is_Light, 


the Scriptures doth make manifeſt the Myſtery of Salvation , 
therefore the Scriptures is Light 3 Again he ſaich, That the 
Scriptures are the more ſure word of Prophecy which Peter ſpeaks 


of, which was as a Lizht which ſhiued in a dark place, the Com- 


mandements of the Lord is Pure, and the VVord is a Lamp unto 
the Feet; Then he ſpeaks of the powerfuf Operation of the 
DoArine of the Scriptures upon th: Hearts" of: 
which doth convince and convert, and turn from. darkveſſe to 


Ligbt; and how can their Doctrine be from the ſame inſpiration: 


which is againſt the Doctrine of the Scripture: ? page 219, 220. 


rate Logick, which may be. proved falſe, as thus; rhe 


Scriptures ſ its true) doth. declare of the things that 


ought to be done and believed, and the things that ought 
not to be done, as to the general part of things; Yer 
A N 5 f there 


irit men receives power 


"ſuch. as believe, . | 


- Anſwer, Here Joſeph Wright hath jumbled ſome illite- 
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- Seri of male manifelt, and we would have - 
| 7; to kegveallictte rom and work fur the Sp el Gods 
and actehus meerly to re itz for che ets ture faith, 


it is che 'Fpirſe that reves the Things of God and the 
M ' Salvation , and not the feriprures , vis, the 
_ writh and that ſure word of] | 


that was 4 Light ſhining * 4. „ Was 
_ 2 furt xheti the ve os 8 Theid | 
outh tothem, which were written by 
. thelighr which ſhone as in = dark place; to 
which' th were to take heed, was more fure to them 
then 12 1 which were written and were ſerip- 
tures; hu F. W. 7 fee his miſtake and perverting 
of apres l Beit be! but ſober and reaſonable, and 
that ibe — of the Lord is Pure, ' andthe word is & 
Lap, we do not 4 but gives as full wirneffe of, 
as J. W. can do, and t erefore he needs nor cite theſe 


ſcri raus to cus its chy malitious Spirit that 
— us not e pow! eo 


thet or wires)? By che See pv 

themfored, whieh4s Tear che fe res 3 and — 
for the 28 cefulone tion 7 e Dore of the Scrip- 
tures: It is \felver cthertliey do operate in any, 
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the ſpirit acrording to FR 
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Scripsures, this I 
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5545 Teta Sn 21 
for 7. V. now toexhort us to repentance, when as in page 
H. he hath given 1 judgemeũt on us without, ami 
cation, That the mal Darknejs is Ty AE or frets f ae; 


This is a dire& | Rion w lheys, 
has been guu rial his work: 3. Ag Tobi ub. Wen * 
ſearched and examined J. = w le work from che be- 
ginning to the end, and given an anſwer go the .mareria}. 

arts thereof, ſaving that we have not mentioned many 
l llandets which, ue have, paſſed ovęg, aud do re- 
ſerve them till we come face to; face, othermile. till. ur 
next reply 3 and. what we have written, w. muſt 

commit to the judgement of. the Spirit pf God in 
all ſober perſons, who may for 90 own edificyrion, - 


compare: his. work 50 Ann, er, 25 e weigl . 


each of them in the balance nd 1 
of ſound: jucements 4 dall-are. 
ren an commended in — ee der- 
ing and ju of theſe things. 


Laſt of all, for a ſinal Ecker for preſent, 
if it be ſuppoſed by J. N «that. this is not 4 
ſufncient Anſwer to his -Book: do . 
unto him tis fürther, in order to the fatisfa- 
ction of any ep erſons, if any” be, doubtfull 
in this caſe; That feſt both of us, may .agreeto., 
appoint a. conyenient. time, ws. and, 4 for.a:mcets,: 
ing to diſputel it ont-face:t6 ce; thad Yoke! 
yet remains in conttoverſie/berween-us.” 24 
being done, that all his Prlends and Gas 
are doubtfull or deſirous of ſuch a ching 
haye Taxa g ir. A; Nb a Ae 15 
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Itterneſſe' of Spirit be allowed on either part 
but diſcretion and moderation. 4. I ſhall firſt 
take in hand to prove a very great number of 
Lyes, contradictions and falſhoods in his Book. 
5. Then I ſhall hear his Defence for . himſelf, 
and< his Objections againſt any thing in ours, and 
anſwer them, and after this manner ſhall be our 
proceedings, if we do meet; Its true, times and 
ſeaſons are unſuitable for ſuch a meeting and 
work , yet rather then any DetriMant ſhould 
fall upon the Truth, or the cauſe of preach- 
ing the Light within be endangered to harm, 1 
am willing to hazard the greateſt adventure, 
hoping we may do: ſuch a thing if neceſſity re- 
quire , in that Wiſdom and' Prudence as may 
not offend any; This I ſhall leave as my fare- - 
well to my Antagoni ſt at this time, and thus ſeal 
up the whole ſum. 
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E. B. 
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Apage or this work, read bis work, in the 2. page -* 

of the book line 2. rend we vindicate, I. 14. read and bis pleeding againſt ; 
free. grace to all confuted, p.3. I. 29. for ewn while r. one while, p. 6:1. 31. for 
friſe r. ſelf, p,17, 1.2 9. for eriſing which t. erifing with, p.27. 1.9, for then r. 
.their,p.31.1.13.1, Ignorant of 
II. r. tell Lyes, | 
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